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UMM To You
Spring 1994
A publication for alumni and friends of the University of Minnesota, Morris

UMM Joins New Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges
The University of Minnesota, Morris is
among ten of the nation's public colleges and universities which have
created a new consortium - the Counci I of Public Liberal Arts Colleges
(COPLAC) - to enhance the education
of undergraduates in state-funded institutions of higher education. The
announcement was made January 19
by members ofthe consortium who were
attending the 80th Annual Meeting of
the Association of American Colleges at
the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Washington,
D.C. UMM Academic Dean and Vice
Chancellor Elizabeth (Bettina) Blake represented UMM in making the
announcement.
In addition to UMM, the founding members of the consortium are The College
of Charleston, The Evergreen State
College, Keene State College, Mary
Washington College, Northeast Missouri
State University, Ramapo College of
New Jersey, University of Maine at
Farmington, St. Mary's College of Maryland, and University of North Carolina at
Asheville. Additional members who meet
the group's criteria are welcome.
"Our mission is to expand access to
undergraduate liberal arts education,"
said COP LAC President Robert A. Scott,
president of Ramapo College. 'The
consortium is dedicated to creating
teaching and learning communities on
public college and university campuses."
According to UMM's Vice Chancellor
Blake, "What brings us together is that
we have certain common interests. We
are trying to promote the liberal arts at a
time when some public institutions have
abandoned them in favor of more tech-

nical and applied programs. For the
most part we are all relatively small, and
are trying to serve our respective states
in an unusual role. We are not general
purpose, comprehensive, regional institutions; instead, we strive to meet the
needs of serious students who particularly desire what the liberal arts can offer."
All of the founding institutions are committed to the liberal arts. All strive to
involve students actively in learning and
to integrate residential programs into
the academic process. Some, such as
Northeast Missouri State University and
University of North Carolina at Asheville,
have been officially identified as the
public liberal arts college or university of

their state. Within the University of
Minnesota, the Morris campus serves
as a small, selective, residential undergraduate liberal arts college.
Members of COPLAC have been meeting since 1988 on the campuses of
member colleges. Their programs address such issues as development and
refinement of liberal arts curriculum,
strategies to promote active learning
and to strengthen academic community, and methods to achieve maximum
utility from limited state funding. They
also exchange information informally.
'There is no other professional association which exclusively addresses the

1993 COPLAC Fall Freshman Data Comparison
The University of Minnesota, Morris was
among seven of 10 COPLAC members who
took part in the compilation of 1993 Fall
Freshman data from the Cooperative Institutional Research Program (CIRP) sponsored
by the American Council on Education and
UCLA. CIRP compared members of participating Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges
(COPLAC) to national norms for medium
selective four-year public and medium selective four-year nonsectarian independent
colleges and universities.
The seven COPLAC members who took part
in the 1993 Fall Freshman survey are St.
Mary's College of Maryland; Northeast Missouri State University; Keene State; College
of Charleston; UMM; Evergreen State College; and Ramapo College of New Jersey.
The data is based on responses from about
4,400 freshmen who enrolled in COPLAC
colleges/universities this fall. Selected information was chosen where the data from
COPLAC members was at least 2 percent-

age points different from those of the other
public or private colleges (pb-public; pr-private).
COPLAC members tend to enroll more "A"
students - 36.4 as opposed to 24.7 pb and
33.7 pr. Students of COPLAC schools are
more likely to have used a personal computer - 44.8 vs 38.1 pb and 42.4 pr; are more
likely to pursue doctorate as terminal degree
- 19.2 vs 12.8 pb and 15.1 pr; are more likely
to choose a career as a physician - 8.2 vs 4.1
pb and 5.7 pr; are more likely to have parents
with graduate degrees - 37.9 vs 22.9 pb and
34.6 pr; are less likely to hold a job to help
pay for college - 34.4 vs 48.3 pb and 58.6 pr;
are more likely to view the following as
essential or very important: contributing to
science 19.5 vs 17 .8 and 16.5, writing original works 17.8 vs. 14.2 and 13.6, being
involved in environmental clean-up 31.6 vs
27.9 and 28.8, and developing a philosophy
of life 50.6 to 42.8 and 47.4. In terms of
political views, COPLAC freshmen report
themselves to be more liberal 31.2 vs 25.7
pb and 26.0 pr.

needs of public liberal arts colleges,"
Scott said. "Our consortium should serve
the needs of those special public institutions which are dedicated to the
principles of liberal education."
Areas which may be strengthened
through consortium efforts range from
institutional planning to attracting more
research dollars. Blake explains, "We
share the challenge of articulating our
mission to the public, helping legislators
to understand how we are different, and
holding our own in research opportunities within the domain of large, federal
grant-making programs. In the entire
country there are perhaps 1Oor 20 institutions that fall into this group. It is hard for
our individual voices to be heard."
Ultimately, Blake believes the liberal
arts students themselves will benefit
from this alliance among colleges. "We
are focused on students, on freeing and
empowering them to be fully themselves
as human beings of intelligence, compassion and sound judgment. We are
dedicated to the development ot human

intellect and believe that everything we
do in our institutions should, ideally,
serve that end."
In addition to attending the meetings of
the COPLAC group since 1988, Vice
Chancellor Blake has been pursuing
research related to the ideal of the
public liberal arts college. She was
invited to the New England Resource
Center for Higher Education at the University of Massachusetts at Boston as a
visiting fellow in the fall of 1992 to concentrate on her research. She continues
to contribute to national higher education discussions from her positionatUMM.

In Celebration of African American History
1994 Observances Focus on theme of "Finding Enrichment Within the African Culture"
A month-long celebration of the black experience ended February 28 with
the question "Where Do We Go From Here?" and offered the UMM
community a compelling look at the historical, political, cultural, and social
contributions and concerns of people of color in the African Diaspora.
Large audiences were treated to an outstanding line-up of speakers,
performers, films and panel discussions covering a wealth of ideas. Events
included a keynote address by Dr. Yosef Ben-Jochannan (left), "A Historical
Perspective of African Culture"; viewing and discussion of the video
"African at the Crossroads"; Daughters of Africa, a two-person play performed byToniaJackson and UMM alumnus Roland Wilson ('76), both from
Minneapolis's Mixed Blood Theatre; University of Minnesota, Twin Cities
Professor Kamau Kambui's workshop, "Exploring the African Culture,"
which he followed in the evening with a lecture (right). (photo by Daemian Morscher)
UMM's Black Student Union planned the month's events with assistance
from the Women of Color Association, the Minority Student Program and
Campus Activities Council.

- : """--------------------------------------rom the President: Ron Jost ( 69)
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News of the Halloween incident, as it is
now called, came as a big disappointment to many of UMM's constituents.
Although there has been much discussion among alumni on an individual
basis, there has been no formal statement in the wake of the incident representing the alumni body. On February
5, the Alumni Board voted to make a
statement in support of UMM's efforts
in light of those troublesome events.
What happened last October opened
many eyes to the fact that even on a
campus as celebrated as our alma
mater, steps must be taken to create an
atmosphere where acts such as these
do not repeat themselves. Unfortunately, racism and other forms of intolerance are omnipresent in our society.
We must be constantly aware of that,
and actively empathetic to issues of
diversity and respect. We fully support
the efforts of the Chancellor and the
Task Force he appointed to follow up
on the ideas suggested by the campus
community on a variety of issues. We
hope that the recommendations acted
on by the Chancellor create a campus
climate in which nothing like the Halloween incident ever happens again.
(See story, page 3.)
Although my second topic is quite different from the first, it is just as important: the future direction of your Alumni
Association. Every successful organization has a business plan or set of
goals it wishes to achieve over a period
of time. Because we live in a fastpaced and highly technical world, the
goals we set are subject to constant
evolution and change. We do not have
a "crystal ball," so it is important to react
to factors that may alter our intended
plan. The Alumni Board has recog-

nized the need to adjust to changes that
have affected our current focus , and on
February 5, the Board held a retreat to
discuss the future role of the Alumni
Association.
During the course of our discussions,
the Board agreed that the Alumni Association had come of age. We are in a
position to transform ourselves from an
organization whose interests were primarily focused on yearly events to additional and larger scope projects that will
have a positive effect on students, faculty and the entire Morris campus. This
is not to say that the Alumni Association
has not served an expanded purpose
because programs such as the Alumni
Career Fair and the Alumni Network
have linked substantial alumni support
to UMM students. However, the fact of
the matter is that with almost 8,000
alumni, we can be an increasingly powerful and determining force in the campus community. We can strengthen our
organization to assure continued vitality. The Board intends to redefine our
mission statement and identify new goals
and programs that will lead us to beyond
the year 2000. The Board will have
additional retreats and continuing informal discussions to formulate our future
plans. Upon completion, these plans
will be presented to the alumni body.
One of the primary reasons that the
Alumni Association has an opportunity
to strengthen our position is a change in
the manner in which the Alumni Association budget is funded. Since our
inception, we have been funded first
through memberships, or, 1n more recent years , through annual giving with
help from the campus budget. The
Alumni Board wo~id submit its annual
budget needs to the Chancellor for ap-

proval , and for the most part this was a
satisfactory arrangement. However,
in 1992 the overall University budget
that was approved by the Legislature
was substantially reduced. This,
coupled with the University taking their
own initiative to reduce expenditures,
caused a serious impact on UMM's
budget. All UMM departments were
forced to reduce their budgets, and
ultimately the Alumni Association budget was cut by 75%. The net effect was
that funding for many projects was
either cancelled or substantially altered.
Last year, after negotiations with the
Chancellor, the Alumni Association assumed responsibility for its own funding. The Alumni Annual Fund was
created as the source to meet our
current and future financial needs.
Fundraising efforts are conducted
through direct mail solicitations and
through the fine efforts of the Class
Agent Program which uses phonathons. Our first year was very successful; we not only covered our budget but ended with a surplus.
It is the belief of the Board members
that the change in the fundraising process actually presents the Alumni Association with a tremendous opportunity. As the Alumni Annual Fund continues to grow, we will be able to provide financial support for new worthwhile projects that will have a positive
effect on the students, faculty and University such as funding department
chairs, providing scholarships and other
forms of student financial assistance
or even contributing to the building
projects. As the numbers of alumni
continue to increase, the legacy of the
Alumni Association will have long lasting effects.

Class Reµnions and
Alumni Career Fair:
All through Homecoming Weekend ·
•Thirty-Year Reunion
Class of 1964 and Friends•
The class that started it all will
gather to re-live the occasion-graduates and all others who began in 1960. Watch your mail for
details, and share your ideas and
your enthusiasm with:
Leonard Munstermann ('64)
Yale School of Medicine
60 College Street
New Haven, CT 06510
203/785-5533
-orFrank Nelson ('64)
5962 Lynwood Blvd.
Mound, MN 55364
612/472-2329

•Class of 1969 and Friends•
Watch your mail for details. In the
meanwhile, offer your ideas or volunteer your time to help plan for the
big day by calling:
Lee Temte ('69) 612/331-2151
-or-

Pam (Berg) Schmitt ('69)
612/554-6529.
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•1994 Alumni Career Fair•

Ir

fn

Join us on Friday, October 14, to
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share your career story and educational insights with current students.
You're the perfect candidate to describe "life after UMM"!
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•• See you there! ..
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Class Notes
CLASS OF '64
Leonard Munstermann received a substantive grant " .. .from the National Institutes of Health for a five-year study of the
genetics and geographic distribution of sand
flies (vectors of leishmaniasis) in Central
and South America." Leonard is a professor in the epidemiology and public health
department at Yale University in New Haven, Conn.
Dennis Nelson sent us an update. He
served in the U.S. Navy from 1965-1968,
and then graduated from the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities campus School of
Veterinary Medicine in 1972. He adds that
he "is presently a partner in a six-person
veterinary practice in St. Michael, Minn.,
and married with two daughters and three
stepsons." Dennis resides in Rogers with
his wife, Sandy, and two of their five children.

the elementary school in Belgrade.
CLASS OF '66
Ivan Buschette, Jr., of Paynesville, Minn. ,
died at his home on Tuesday, September
28, 1993. He and his wife, Connie ('66) ,
had lived in west central Minnesota for the
past 25 years where Ivan was a successful
insurance agent.
Alden Hofstedt and his wife, Brynn, live in
Coon Rapids, Minn., where Alden works
for the city. They have two sons, one of
whom graduated last year from the U.S.
Naval Academy; their other son is a student at Pennsylvania State University.
Margie (Jackson) and Larry McNichols
live in Coon Rapids, Minn., where she
works for the Anoka schools in preschool
special education, and he works for Alza.

more here at UMM, and their youngest
son, Jonathan, is a senior at Morris high
school.
Chris and Audrey (Peterson) ('68)
Henningson live in Roseville, Minn., where
Audrey does free lance work and teaches
calligraphy at Anoka Ramsey Community
College. Chris works for Unisys.
Dennis and Joyce (Omland) ('72)
Kamstra reside in Cambridge, Minn. Dennis works for Health Dimensions and is
president of the State Nursing Home Association, representing 400 care providing
facilities . He also serves on Governor
Carlson's Long-Term Care Commission.
James Pinkney is teaching in the graduate school of education at East Carolina
University in Greenville, N.C. , preparing
master's degree candidates in counseling .
He and his wife, Kathy, reside in Greenville.

CLASS OF '67
CLASS OF '65
Linda (Baalson) Olson and her husband,
Henry, live in Belgrade, Minn. She is the
secretary for the Big Grove Lutheran
Church. Linda had previously worked for
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Eugene Anderson is a veterinarian at the
Vet Center here in Morris. He and his wife,
Catherine, have four children, two of whom
are UMM alumni--Mark ('92) and Jason
('94). Their daughter, Larissa, is a sopho-

Elroy Podratz works for the Wadena-Deer
Creek schools where he manages the two
elementary school libraries. He and his
wife, Sharon, live in Wadena, Minn.
Regina (Slieter) and Clinton Trousil re-

side in Anoka, Minn., where Gina teaches
high school, and Clint works for N. C. Bennett
Lumber in Minneapolis. Gina notes that
they "... are joining the Empty Nesters."
Their daughter, Becky, is in graduate school
in St. Louis, and their son, Jeff, began his
freshman year at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities last September. Gina
was re-elected last year to the UM M Alumni
Association Board of Directors and will
serve a three-year term.
CLASS OF '68
Curtis and Sandra (Guter) ('71) Larson
live in Hudson, Wis. In May 1992 Sandra
completed a master's degree in guidance
and counseling and now works in family
counseling. Curt is still at 3M in the "department of creative geniuses." They have
three daughters: Erin, a freshman at
Wartburg College in Iowa; Amanda, a high
school sophomore, who was chosen MVP
in soccer last season; and Meredith, a
fourth grader who plays basketball and
soccer.
Suzanne (Landgraf) Magnuson works
for the Watertown-Mayer public schools as
a Spanish teacher. She and her husband,
UMM To You, Spring 1994
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Chancellor's Choice: Dave Johnson

Halloween Incident Update
Task Force Presents Report to Campus

We enjoy going out, Maddy Maxeiner, Vivian Heltemes, and I, to neighboring
towns to talk about UMM, circling the counties the demographers call the Prairie
Cluster. Our formula will differ a bit, but whether it's been Alexandria, Fergus
Falls, Willmar or other communities, there's a common format and purpose for
our tours. We've:
• used area service club meetings as our forums;
• invited community alums and parents of present students to be a part of
our audience;
• developed a program which tells about the history, success, and direction
of UMM;
• toured the town, visited with friends of the school, met community leaders.
The visits are a way for us to recognize UM M's region, the communities in west
central Minnesota which were involved in the campaign of the 1950s to bring the
University of Minnesota out here, towns which have regularly sent us talented
students, and in which numbers of our alumni have settled. Alums have been key
to our success, hosts like Arlan Grages ('78) in Montevideo, Dennis Happel ('69)
in Perham, Spencer Kvam ('76) in Granite Falls, as well as the alumni who have
attended as guests.
Our student recruitment base includes all of Minnesota and its neighbors. This
year UMM students come from all but two of the state's counties, 26 other states,
and 14 foreign countries. Even so, our own prairie area remains especially
important to us.
• This fall, for example, 179 or 9.3% of our students came from Stevens or
one of its six bordering counties. Only 1 .77% of the state's total population
and a slimmer 1.50% of its 18-24 year olds live in this seven county region.
Thus, we enroll substantially more students from the area than would be
predicted from their percentage of the state's population.
This is the region in which people subscribe to our artists' series, add to our
numbers of non-traditional students, supervise our interns, and enroll in workshops sponsored by our Continuing Education and Extension unit. Many
generous donors live near us. Some knew us as the West Central School of
Agriculture (WCSA). Some had no direct contact with WCSA or UMM, but know
of our impact upon the quality of life here, our mission to be "a beacon on the
prairie."
Though UMM is only 34 years old, our campus's history spans 100 years. Our
roots are strong here in the Prairie Cluster--from Indian school to WCSA to UMM.
If you have an idea about how we or our colleagues can help spread the word
about developments on the campus to this region, please contact Maddy, Vivian
or me. We've got an important story to tell.

Efforts to strengthen the climate for
multicultural diversity on the Morris
campus continue in the wake of the
"Halloween incident."
On February 14, the special Task
Force appointed by the Chancellor
delivered its report to the campus
community, making recommendations which address issues raised at
a campus-wide open meeting held
in November.
The assignment of the Task Force
was to review all items discussed at
the open meeting, organize them
into a coherent working document,
and present final recommendations
to the Chancellor for implementation.
The Task Force recommendations
did not necessarily address every
point raised at the open meeting.
The members identified major clusters of issues and consolidated them
into a four point plan of action:
1.

2.

3.

Establish, publicize, promote, and
enforce a campus policy on racial/
ethnic harassment that clarifies
and expands on the existing
University policy.
Increase the number of persons of
color, especially African Americans and other non-whites of
American origin, holding faculty,
staff, and administrative positions.
Increase the staff, operating
budget, and programs of the UMM
Minority Student Program (MSP)
and campus offices associated
with it so as to make MSP a
powerful and effective agency for
enabling students of color to
secure an undergraduate liberal

arts education.
4.

Strengthen the overall curriculum
to meet the needs and interests of
a multicultural student body.
Develop a strong offering that
reflects the diversity of American
society and its cultures, and
promotes understanding through
study and scholarship.

The final ten-page report included
specific steps for implementation,
identified areas where policy change
and new programming were needed,
and suggested campus offices and
committees that should be involved
in carrying out its objectives.
In addition, stating that "Ultimate responsibility for implementing these
recommendations rests with the
Chancellor," the Task Force called
upon the Chancellor to assure rapid
progress and successful completion
of the recommendations and to report regularly to the campus on their
progress.
Task Force members included faculty and staff Nat Hart, Bill Stewart,
and Barbara Eisinger and students
Mario Anchondo, Marvin Scott and
Andrew DuBois.

UMM takes great pride in enrolling
the highest percentage of minority
students within the University system-12. 5 percent-and has a
strong tradition of recruiting minority
students to UMM. Sharpened awareness and concrete initiatives that
affirm UM M's commitment to minority cultures will lead the way in making
the campus a secure and respectful
environment for all of its members.

Class Notes
Larry, have two sons, age 16 and 14, and
reside in Watertown, Minn.

quality functions. He resides in New Hartford, N.Y.

Stephen Sundby lives in Detroit Lakes,

Kay (Evans) Hanson writes, "I have

Minn., where he teaches eighth grade
health for the city school system.

worked in the foundry industry for the past
16 years--currently as plant manager at St.
Paul Brass and Aluminum. I live in Stillwater,
Minn., and have two children, Tim, 26 (a U
of M graduate) and Eric, 18 (a freshman at
the U of M, Mpls). Tim also attended the U
at Morris!! Hello to everybody!!"

Ball Inn in Darwin. He lives in Montrose.
Ruth (Gilbertson) and Neil ('84) Thielke

Stephen Trites lives in Eagan, Minn., and
works for AM. Miller and Associates.
Kathleen Vogel works for Traveler's In-

surance and lives in Apple Valley, Minn.

live in Morris. Ruth is the Registrar here at
UMM, and Neil is the pastor at the Morris
Community Church.
CLASS OF '70

Robert Rickeman is a branch manager for
Bank of Vermont and lives in Essex Junction, Vt.

Kathryn Botzek and her husband, Ro-

CLASS OF '71

nald, live in Foley, Minn., where she is an
elementary school teacher.

Carolyn Klug is in the forefront of the
Jonathan Wittnebel is employed by CPC

Distribution and lives in Big Lake, Minn.
CLASS OF '69
Thomas Beaulieu and his wife, Ann, live

in Newman Lake, Wash., where he is a
pharmacist with Rosauers Drugstore--and
an avid backpacker. Ann teaches at Spokane Community College.
Keith Folger is the new president and
chief executive of Hamilton Digital Controls, a company that manufactures and
services magnetic heads based in Utica,
N.Y. Keith has been with the company
since 1984, managing its engineering and
UMM To You, Spring 1994

computer revolution in her position as media
generalist at Lakeville High School, and
has helped architects design some 25
school libraries to accommodate the
changes in learning technologies over the
last two decades. Carolyn and her husband, Cordell ('67), live in Burnsville, Minn.
Roy and Karen (Schaible) ('71) Kraemer

live in Willmar, Minn. She is working on a
master's degree at Bemidji State University, and he works for the Willmar school
district. They add, "Roy hunts and fishes
while Karen goes to school."
Larry Miller owns and operates Red's
Cafe in Montrose, Minn., and the Twine

is with Computing Devicer International.
They have two children, a daughter who is
a college sophomore, and a son who is a
sophomore in high school.

Rick Gerber writes, "I'm beginning my

nineteenth year of teaching sixth grade at
Ogilvie, after four years of elementary P. E.
in Chicago. I retired from head girls' basketball after 15 years; will begin my twelfth
year as head girls' softball coach this spring."
Eugene and Dwenda (Van Veldhuizen)
('72) Gjerdingen live in Roseville, Minn.

He is director of information systems at
Northwestern College, and she works as
an associate professor in family practice at
the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.
Michael and Pamela (Bolsinger) ('71)
Murphy reside in Burnsville, Minn. Pamela

works for school district #191, and Michael

Scott Cuff sent in the following update
having read in Class Notes about so many
of his friends and acquaintances: an old
college roommate, a cousin, another
roommate's brother. "Connie and I have
three children, Peter (14) and our two girls,
Angie (9) and Amber (12), our firecrackers
as they were both born on the 4th of July
but three years apart." Scott is now volunteering his services to a free clinic as a
pharmacist, having taken an early retirement due to multiple sclerosis. He and his
family reside in Springfield, Mo.
Mona (Syverson) Gregersen earned a

master's in curriculum and instruction from
St. Thomas last summer. She writes, "I am
currently teaching in Alexandria [Minn.]
where a new middle school (Discovery
page 3

Students Volunteer Time and
by Jennifer Deutchman ('94)
Morris Academic Partner
When you hear the words, "University of Minnesota, Morris," what
comes to mind? Probably the buildings, the classrooms, the students
and the faculty. And what comes to
mind when someone says "MORRIS"? Are there images of a small
town with modest entertainment offerings for 18 to 22 year old students?
Or do you imagine a town with its
own life, a community of its own,
complete with organizations that rely
on volunteers to carry out their activities? Though it is quite natural to
think of the city of Morris mostly in
terms of how it relates to UMM, and
what it provides for students, Morris
is a community of its own.
The city of Morris has a nursing
home, a hospital, elementary and
high schools, a community education program, a senior center,
churches, and so on , not unlike many
other cities. All of these organizations need people. When there is
not enough money in the budget to
pay those people, volunteers are
needed. Now add a university with
2000 plus students and you've got
great volunteer potential. UMM students are out there volunteering their
time and services to groups and
organizations, such as the Stevens
County Hospital, The Villa of St.
Francis, the elementary and high
schools, and Morris Area Community Education. In some cases,
campus organizations are involved,
such as Big Friend Little Friend and
the Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) fraternity. In other instances, individual
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students have found a way into
meaningful volunteer activities.

la
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The TKE fraternity's president Benjamin Winchester ('94) has seen
numerous needs in the Morris community and is working to fill the gap.
He believes that students should
respect the community in which they
attend school, and one way to do so
is through community service . He
has found that numerous other camp uses have adopted a similar
philosophy and have made community service a requirement for
graduation.

the

WC

The TKE fraternity is involved with
numerous service projects including
collecting for the Stevens County
Food Shelf, the Red Cross Blood
Mobile, tutoring in the schools, andtheir biggest project-working at the
Morris Area Wetlands Office where
they have cleared a hiking trail, written computer software, and built hen
houses for ducks and pheasants.
Ben and the TKEs are also involved
in trying to form a campus-wide student volunteer group to respond to
community needs.
Another student organization that is
dedicated to helping and working in
the community is Big Friend Little
Friend. This organization was started
in 1986 by Laurie Moser ('88). Laurie
perceived there was room for improvement in relationships between
UMM students and the Morris community. While brainstorming about
ways to show the citizens of Morris
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Big friend Anita Savela ('97), Angora, Minn., shares a snack with her little friend, Ellen
Jost of Morris, before Movie Night begins.

that UMM students care about the friends based on similar interests.
community, she decided to estab- This year the coordinators Debra
lish a program similar to the Big Lausche ('96) and Melissa Bjerk ('96)
Brother/Big Sister program. The matched 75 UMM students (oneresult was a group that links UMM third of them male) with little friends.
students with elementary students Many UMM students are on reserve
in Morris to foster emotional devel- because there were not enough little
opment of children that have needs friends to match them with. Once a
other than those provided at home month there is a group activity such
or school. The program is extended as Movie Night and Christmas and
to all elementary children who are Valentine's Day parties, and the rest
interested because all kids can ben- of the month the big friends and little
efit from having an older role model. friends can be on their own to enjoy
Students go through an application each other's company.
and interview process and are chosen on the criteria of commitment Joan Lorentz ('95) was one of the
(two hours per week is required), 1992-93 program coordinators and
academic load, and experience. has a little friend. She said that she
Then students are matched with little got involved in the program because
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Class Notes
Middle School) is under construction . Husband, David, and I live in Starbuck with our
daughter, Cassie (10), and sons Chad and
Ryan (5). I'd be happy to give any alumni
a tour of our new school in September of
1994."
Sharon Kremer lives in St. Paul and works
for the First Bank System in the trust department with inventory control.
CLASS OF '72
Sharon (Virnala) Belt wrote that she received a " ... promotion from customer service manager to senior financial analyst for
the Executive V.P. Decorative at the Glidden
Company in August 1993," located in Cleveland . Sharon lives in Lyndhurst, Ohio.
Gary Moore wrote to announce his marriage in March 1993 to Julie Moore. He is
a sales manager with the Smith-Sharpe
Company in Minneapolis and has two sons,
age six and seven. Gary lives in Wayzata.
Michael Schwarze teaches fifth grade for
the Orono schools, and has been with the
district for the past 19 years. He and his
wife, Joan, live in Plymouth, Minn., with
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their three children, ages nine, seven, and
three .
Nancy (Strand) Standahl is a consultant
and behavior analyst for a group home for
mentally disabled adults and lives in
Willmar, Minn.
CLASS OF '73
James and Bonnie (Bryant) Henningson
gave us an update. Jim is owner and
operater of Henningson Electric, and
Bonnie is a nursing consultant for Good
Samaritan. They reside in Ortonville, Minn.
Garry and Shirley (Laackmann) ('70)
Hoyme live in Zumbrota, Minn., where
Garry is in his twenty-first year of teaching
at the middle school; he was recently promoted to sergeant major in the National
Guard, having been in military service for
23 years. Shirley owns and manages a
consignment shop in Rochester. They
have three children: Ryan, who works at a
half-way house in the Twin Cities area;
Josh, a high school senior; and Beth, currently in seventh grade.
William King writes, "[I) became vice presi-

dent of the Minnesota Council on Foundations in 1993, responsible for educational/
professional development, membership development and strategic planning." He
lives in Minneapolis.
Judith (Stone) Olson is living in St. Cloud,
Minn., and teaching computers at Foley
High school.
CLASS OF '74
Carol (Heynbeker) and Gregory Fors
write that they are living in Bemidji, Minn.,
where Gregory is doctor/owner of Northstar
Family Chiropractic, and Carol is a full-time
homemaker. They have three children,
ages 18, 11 and ten.
Mary Groen works as an educational consultant in early childhood curriculum for an
Area Education Agency; she resides in
Sioux City, Iowa.
Dale Hiland wrote, "I received my master
of science in counseling and human resources development from SDSU in
Brookings, S.D., in May and have accepted
a position as a social worker-child protection specialist with Pipestone County Fam-

ily Services in Pipestone, Minn." Dale lives
in Lester Prairie, Minn.

jus
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Rob Pederson writes, "I have just accepted the position of assistant vice president of materials at Hughes Network Systems in Germantown, Md. My wife, Anne,
and son, Nathan, will be joining me there
when school is out this spring."
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Pat and Mike Schoenecker wrote, "Mike
is president of Advantage Marketing Group,
Inc., an international marketing, public relations and market research firm with offices in St. Cloud, Des Moines and Akita,
Japan. Pat is a first grade teacher for the
St. Cloud school district. Sons Jerad and
Ryan are 15 and 13 and students in Sartell.
Both are good students and very active in
sports." The family lives in St. Cloud.
Jeanne Sustad and her husband, Keith,
proudly announced the birth of their child
last November. The family lives in Stephen,
Minn., where Jeanne teaches for city
schools, and Keith works for the print shop
there.
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David Van Wattingen lives in Sheboygan,
Wis., and works for the Norwest Corpora-
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Services in Morris Community
she missed playing and spending
time with her younger siblings when
she came to school. Joan spends
two hours per week with her little
friend playing games, and doing arts
and crafts and color. She thinks that
having a little friend is a great way to
have fun and relieve some of the
stress of school.
Another service opportunity exists
through Morris Area Community Education.
UMM students have
volunteered their time and talents in
supervising the weight room and
computer room at the high school,
serving as after-school tutors, and
working at the Homework Helping
Center. These opportunities are
found working with Char Zinda, student volunteer and the youth
development coordinator in this particular department of Morris Area
Community Education, and only illustrates one area of Community
Education in which student volunteers are found. Ms. Zinda feels that
UMM attracts great students who
get involved in the community. She
says that when UMM students work
with youth, the kids sometimes listen
better and learn more from them
than from parents and other adults
involved. Students are recruited
through word of mouth and advertising in various ways around campus.
Heidi Berg ('94) was recruited by her
roommate, Kelly Bergeron ('95), and
now works to recruit others as well
as working in the Community Education office three days a week for
two hours a day. She is a human
services major and was interested in

getting some experience working
with youth. Now she is the coordinator of the Homework Helping Center
at the elementary school. She is
also a youth development advisor,
involving various activities including
advising students on various
projects, and attending Dialogue
Nights, a series of evening discussions for teens and parents about
topics decided on by the teens.
A project Heidi will be supervising in
the spring is called "Bridging the
Gap." The program involves a 30hour commitment by high school
students to go to the The Villa of St.
Francis, a nursing home in Morris,
and get to know the residents and to
shadow some of the nursing home
employees. After each visit, the
teens will discuss what they learned
and experienced. Heidi is excited
about this project because she feels
that there is so much to learn from
the residents at the Villa. She said
she started working with Community
Education for experience in her major, but has found out what
community education is about, how
fun it is to work with students, and
now feels more a part of the Morris
community.

ties, visiting with two or three spe- dorms on campus for the Stevens
cific people every week, or helping in County Food Shelf. Last year Anthe Share Center which is the area gela Kern ('96), Spooner Hall
for people with dementia, many of government vice-president, reported
whom have Alzheimer's disease. that they collected between $500John Foss ('95) is one of the stu- $600. Another activity that she was
dents who works in the Share Center. involved in was making May BasJohn started volunteering winter kets for the residents at the Villa.
quarter 1993 after a friend got him She organized a group of students
involved. He spends about three to make and deliver the baskets to
hours per week working with differ- the senior citizens during their
ent patients. Sometimes he plays evening meal.
cards, talks with them, and for patients who can no longer These are just a few of the many
communicate, he just holds their opportunities UMM students have
hands. John said that even though taken advantage of to get involved in
it was difficult at first to work with the Morris community and to bethese special patients, he grew ac- come a part of it. These are also just
customed to it, and he has found that of few of the students who volunteer
being with them is definitely worth their time and services at any level,
the time.
in the Morris community or here on
campus. Thanks to their willingness
The Spooner Hall government spon- to take time and help out classmates
sors a Penny Drive every yearwhere and the community, UMM and Morthey collect pennies from all the ris are better places to live.

UMM students create
May Day baskets for
residents of the Villa of
St. Francis.

The Villa of St. Francis is another
source of opportunities for UMM students.
Sister Latona Kalis,
coordinator of volunteer services,
says that "wonderful young people"
from UMM work in various activities
at the Villa. There are 15 UMM
students who volunteer a couple
hours each week in such activities
as helping with large group activi-

Front row: Vicky

Hudson ('96), St. Croix,
Minn., and Ericka
Christianson ('96),
Coon Rapids, Minn.

Back row: Nathan
Fiske (96), Mound,
Minn., and Matt
Sunseri ('96), St.
Louis Park, Minn.

Class Notes
tion as a senior vice president for human
resources.
CLASS OF '75
Marsha (Cuperus) and Bill Beyer ('76)
write that they are practicing medicine in
St. Croix Falls, Wis., where they reside with
their three children, ages 11, seven and
three.
Paul Hanson writes, "I just received tenure at the University of Costa Rica where I
teach and do research in the School of
Biology. My area of specialty is entomology and biological control." Paul lives in
San Jose, Costa Rica.
CLASS OF '76
Valeria Christensen and Robert Pratt
('78) updated us . They are living in Minneapolis and have a son, John, age five.
Valeria has worked for IDS for nine years
and is manager of qualified plans. Robert
teaches special education at Audobon elementary and has his own baseball card
business, REM lnvestments--he advises
that the Michael Jordan rookie card is very
valuable now!
UMM To You, Spring 1994

Douglas Hystead lives in Golden Valley,
Minn., and works for the Toro company.
He has two children, Ellen, age five, and
Adam, two years.

David Savela and his wife, Beth, live in
Morris with their two-year-old daughter,
Neala. Dave works for UMM in computing
services.

Willow Feigum gave us an update. She
lives in Glenwood, Minn., where she isselfemployed as owner of Nova Enterprises,
doing advertising and printing.

Emily and Joseph ('81) Moore reside in
Juneau, Wis . They are involved with the
area Boy Scouts and write, "Wisconsin
Chapter Morris Free Scouts met this October in Minnesota Junction at Heinie's Pizza.
A good time was had by all!"

CLASS OF '77

Kim Kroshus and his wife, Kimberly, live
in Melrose, Minn., where he works as a
feed consultant for Greenwald Elevator.

Neil Nelson works for the Scott County
Attorney's Office in Shakopee, Minn. He
and is wife, Leslie, reside in Burnsville with
their two children, Kailey, age tour, and
Maggie, age one-and-a-half.
Scott Reese married Mary Kroening last
August. Scott works for Ag. Processing,
Inc., in Kansas City, Mo., as a quality
control manager.
Clifford Rotz writes, "My wife, Kay, and I
would like to make a birth announcement.
Our second son, Joseph Thomas, was
born December 14, 1993. 'Big Brother'
Nicholas is two years old." Clifford is a staff
engineer for Union Carbide and lives in
Dunbar, W. Va.

Diane (Bjorlin) and Gary Amundson
proudly announced the adoption of their
child, Cody, age two, last August. The
family lives in Barrett, Minn. Diane works
for Grant County Social Services, and Gary
is with the USDA Research Station in Morris .
Dawn Benson writes, "I am teaching 3rd
grade at the Murdock Elementary School
in the Kerkhoven-Murdock-Sunburg Public School district after several years as a
Chapter I teacher." She resides in
Kerkhoven, Minn.
Joan Bulfer writes, "I am working parttime as a health specialist, primarily as the
coordinator of a worksite wellness program, and I am involved in several research studies. The rest of my time is
spent chasing after my two energetic boys
(5 years and 18 months)!" Joan lives in
Roseville, Minn.

Kenneth Paulsen happily announces his
upcoming marriage, planned for April. He
is a credit analyst for Bremer Financial
Services, and lives in Brooklyn Park, Minn .
Rick Wanderi began working last year as
a chemist with Pracs Analytical Laboratory
Ltd.; he lives in Fargo, N.D.
CLASS OF '78
Kathleen (Filzen) Bisek gave us this update: she has been working for Sprint for
ten years, currently in programming and
installing. She has four children, ages 17,
14, six and seven 1 and lives in Mayer, Minn.
Kenneth Bruss let us know that he and his
wife of 15 years, Mary, have three boys,
Austin, three, Paul, seven, and Steven,
ten. Kenneth works as a production man-
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Francis and Nancy (Stai) ('82) Suss and
their two children live in Lakeville, Minn. He
is the regional sales manager for Rymer
Foods, and she teaches at Kids' Time in
Burnsville.

ager for Marion Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals . They live in Lenexa, Kansas.
Clifford Canku became an ordained Presbyterian minister in 1984 at Dubuque, Iowa.
He is now on the faculty of the Cook College and Theological School in Tempe ,
Ariz., and resides in Tempe.
Lee Drogemuller writes, "We used to say
that Morris wasn't the end of the world, but
we could see it from there . Not true. Who
could tell what was beyond Norcross? Africa, PC--a couple of years in Tanzania--a
couple in Kenya. Istanbul, Turkey, where
I am now teaching science at Uskudar Am .
Lisesi . Every day a look across the
Bosphorus into Europe and 1500 years of
history on seven hills. I do miss the pheasant hunting though."

Timothy Boyle married Ellen Pfister last
October 8. He works as a shift supervisor
for Technical Tooling, Inc., and she works
at Noran Neurological Clinic as an information analyst. The couple lives in Champlin,
Minn.
Jack and Connie (Grages) ('81) Siljendahl
reside in Lake Elmo, Minn. They have
three children, Nicholas, 14, Jennia, nine,
and Abbie, five. Jack is purchasing manager at Domain, Inc., and Connie will be
graduating this spring from the University
of Wisconsin , River Falls.
CLASS OF '80
Robert Florine is working for the Federated Insurance Company, and living in

Kathy Wimmer Englemann and her husband, Gary, are physicians in family practice . They live in Miller, S.D., and have a
daughter, Alexandra, age three.
CLASS OF '82
Jonna Crosby-Gerdes and Randall
Gerdes gave us an update. They live in
Richfield, Minn., with their two children,
Caitie, four, and Ryan , two . Jonna works
for Group Health, Inc., and Randall is a
regional sales representative for Copley
Pharmaceuticals.
Lynn (Ballard) Exsted works for Custom
Research in data processing and project
implementation. She, her husband, Dean,
and their two daughters live in Glencoe,
Minn.
Scott Maslowski works for radio station

Michael and Margery (Hanson) Powers
live in Minneapolis with their two children,
Caitlin, age eight, and John, six. Michael
works as a assistant scientist in medicinal
chemistry for the College of Pharmacy on
the Twin Cities campus.
Nancy and Richard Ronning proudly welcomed home their 20-month-old adopted
son from South Korea. The family lives in
Brooklyn Park, Minn., where Richard is
employed by State Farm Insurance.
Mary (Winter) Seim lives and teaches in
Wheatland, Wyo . She has three children,
ages eight, seven and three.

Mark and Leslie (Kleinke) ('79) Yseth
updated us: he is a dentist in the Anoka
area, and she teaches in the St. Francis
schools. They and their two children, Andrew, seven, and Jordan, three, live in
Andover, Minn.
Tom Zosel recently started his own consulting firm called Equal Access Associates, offering training seminars and dealing with citizen's lobbying. He and his wife,
Judy, live in Minneapolis .
CLASS OF '79
Marsha (Nomeland) Aalseth lives in
Shoreview, Minn. , and works as an accounting supervisor at the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities.
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Ross and Brenda (Hendrickson) ('86)
Greenwaldt write, "We are living in Walker,
Minn., where Ross is assistant vice-president for First Federal, and I am a secretary/
receptionist for Northern Pines Mental
Health Center, also in Walker. Our highlight was the birth of our baby girl on July
17, 1993, Maren lrlene."
Garry Grewe married Tina Beaudrie August 7, 1993. They live in Park Rapids,
Minn., where Garry teaches sixth grade
and coaches for the city schools, and Tina
works as accounting director at St. Joseph's
Hospital.
Mary (Aarvig) Hanson teaches in the
Willmar Public schools and also serves as
head volleyball coach. She led her team to
"the best record Willmar's ever had" last
season.

Joan Hullett-Larson teaches in
Minnetonka. She and her husband, Mark,
have three children and live in Chaska,
Minn.

Glendale, Ariz. He has two children, Ashly,
nine, and Ben, seven.
Kevin Honetschlager is now the job service program specialist for the State of
Minnesota Job Service. He and his wife,
Linda, live in Marshall, Minn.
Vickie Jauert and Ronald Allen ('78) are
living in St. Paul. She is an administrator
for Hamline University law school's clinic/
skills program, and he does computer
mapping for the Department of Transportation. They have one son, John, age six.
Michael and Georgette ('81) Schumacher
live in Wabasha, Minn., where Mike is the
high school's computer coordinator, teaching computers and math. He is also varsity

KDWA in Hastings, Minn., in broadcasting
and sales. He and his wife, Cindy, have a
son and reside in Minneapolis.
David Mulcrone and his wife, Diane,
proudly announced the birth of their third
child, Trevor David, born September 2,
1993; he joins older sister Kaitlin, three,
and Carter, one year. The family resides in
Shakopee, Minn.
Jenine (Swenson) and Steven Nordquist
gave us this update. They are living in
Hudson, Wis.; Jenine works for Eastern
Heights State Bank, and Steven is with 3M
in St. Paul.
Kristen (Kankel) and Dennis ('81)
Thorfinnson have two children, Tanner,

Michael Sierakowski and his wife of 13
years, Nadine, live in Stillwater, Minn. He
works for 3M as a product development
specialist, focusing on a product line related to mining chemicals, specifically copper.
Susan Von Mosch is wrapping up her first
year working for the Minnesota State
Auditor's Office, doing policy research on
local government finances. She lives in St.
Paul.

Lorie Gildea began her new position last
fall as litigator for the University of Minnesota's General Counsel office. She resides in Minneapolis.

Vicky Hanson is a staff pharmacist for
Payless Drug Stores in Anchorage; she
resides in Eagle River, Alaska.

Richard Dyrdahl wrote, "I am currently
working as business manager of Sheet
Metal Workers International Assn ., Local
480. My wife, Julie, and I have four children, Angie, 17, Jay, 15, Billy, ten, Andrew,
four . We live in Kenyon, Minn.
Kent Mikkelsen and his wife, Deborah,
both work for the RTR schools. He teaches
adapted physical education, is head girls'
basketball coach and assistant football
coach. They live in Tyler, Minn .

Department. "

assistant football coach and head girls'
softball coach . Georgette works for Northern States Power as a general accounting
supervisor. They have three children ,
Rebecca, six, Gregory, three, and Geoffrey,
one.

three, and Hannah, eight months. Kristen
is a therapist at the Wyoming Regional
Counseling Center, and Dennis works for
Pacific Utah Power as a senior chemical
engineer. They reside in Gillette, Wyo.
CLASS OF '83

CLASS OF '81
Leesa Beal wrote that she is working as a
senior biologist for the U.S. Army Engineer
District, New York . She also temporarily
relocated to Chicago to serve as section
chief for regulatory affairs at the U.S. Army
Engineer District, Chicago.
Theresa Kavanagh is a marketing consultant for the Ceridian Corporation in
Bloomington , Minn ., and resides in St. Paul.

Peter and Jill ('84) Becken gave us this
update. They're living in Circle Pines,
Minn., and have two children. Peter is a
systems analyst for 3M in St. Paul, and Jill
teaches and coaches for the Forest Lake
schools.
Jeanne DesJardins writes that she i "living in New York City, working at Swiss
Bank Corporation in the Latin American

Janice (Fuhrman) Jason began teaching
Chapter I for the Blackduck school district
last fall . She lives in Puposky, Minn., with
her husband and two children , Amanda
and Andrew.
Kent Nelson and his wife, Kylene, live in
Brandon, Minn ., and have a daughter,
Kristina, age two. Kent is a veterinarian for
the Douglas County Animal Hospital.
Ann and Joel ('84) Scalzo write, "We live
in Plymouth [Minn.) . Joel works for Fitness
Master in Waconia. Ann works for Walsh
Bishop in Mpls. We have three sons-Stephen (9), Michael (5) and Daniel (3
months)."
Terese (Cremers) Vander Eyk writes, "[I)
recently 'retired' from 11 years of work with
two financial institutions in St. Cloud; most
recently was employed at Zapp Bank as
credit finance manager. I'm pursuing my
MBA at St. Cloud State University, and
intend to finish by the end of 1994!! Stay at
home with two children--Brittney, three,
and Isaac, two. John, my husband, owns
a machining and tooling business, and I do
allthe'bookwork' (acct, taxes, etc.)." Terese
lives in St. Cloud, Minn .
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Arden Virnig and Patti Hook-Virnig ('82)
dropped us a line: "We have started our
third year of family practice in Northern
Minnesota, Onamia. Our family is maturing--our eldest has started kindergarten!
How long ago did we graduate!?"
DeWitt Webster writes that he earned his
master's degree in public health education
in 1986 from the University of Minnesota,
Twin Cities. He has been working in Nigeria since 1989, managing an HIV/AIDS
prevention program . He says, "Come to
visit and see a small part of Africa before I
return in September 1994!"
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Timothy Koll received his master's degree in education from the University of
Wisconsin-Stevens Point in January. He
and his wife , Renae ('83), live in Waupaca,
Wis .
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is on their property, along with their two
dogs and two cats . Robert works for the
Minnesota Historical Society in its historic
sites department, and Betsy just began
teaching elementary school.
an internship for Maribel Ruiz ('93) with
the council, and for Vince Xiong-Ger ('93)
at his place of business, the National Marrow Donor Program. He also serves on the
UMM Alumni Association Board of Directors.
and works for West Publishing in St. Paul.
He has a 17-month-old son, Cody Shane.

CLASS OF '84
Paula (Saum) Christensen and her husband, Thomas, have three children: Nicole,
12, Caleb, eight, and Adam, two. The
family lives in Moorhead, Minn.
Maureen (Engel) Collins is the proud
owner of a gourmet coffee shop in Crystal
Lake, Minn., where she also resides with
her husband, Dan, and their two children,
Brian, six, and Bridget, three.
Daniel Daly updated us. He is working for
the U.S. Bureau of Mines in Minneapolis,
developing new mining techniques. He is
also engaged to Lyn Kahle, and they are
looking to a September 1994 wedding .

Susan Larson-Sommerfield is working
at Forest Lake Southwest Junior High in
the Minnetonka school district. She and
her husband, Timothy, live in Minnetonka.
Anita Strei has joined the staff of the
Cokato Medical Clinic and the Litchfield
Medical Clinic as a family practice physician .
Geoffrey Thompson lives in Minneapolis
and is a team leader/software analyst at
the Piper, Jaffray Company there .
Julie (Hardy) and Pete ('86) Warnes reside in Robbinsdale, Minn., and have two
children, ages two and seven months. Julie
teaches Spanish at Edina High School.
CLASS OF '85

Sandra (Bjorlin) Drevecky and her husband, Mark, proudly announced the birth of
their child, Courtney, on July 10, 1993.
Sandra works as a teaching aide in special
education for the Adams school district.

Lowell and Julianne (Nere) ('84)
Amundson recently moved into their new
home in Morris. He teaches in the ChokioAlberta schools, and she works for the
Minnewaska Lutheran Home.

Diane Duesterhoeft writes, "I started my
position as a reference librarian at the
Academic Library at St. Mary's University
of San Antonio in August 1993. So far, I'm
enjoying San Antonio and the warmer climate!"

Nancy Barsness has her own political
consulting firm, Barsness Consulting.
Nancy and her husband, Ron, live in Cyrus,
Minn., where she has been an elected
township official for the past 13 years.

Stephen and Nancy (Bullert) ('87) Eklund
gave us this update. They are both working
in insurance in Bloomington, Minn., where
they also reside. They have one child,
Danny, age two, and are expecting another.
David Johnson lives in Minneapolis and
works for Richland Metals as a programmer. He and his wife, Karen, have three
children, Stephanie, six, Caroline, four,
and Lauren, two.
Ryan Jurgenson is working at Hutchinson
Technology, Inc., and lives in Hutchinson,
Minn .
Bruce Klopfleisch recently bought and
moved into his new home here in Morris.
He is an attorney with Martin, Nelson, &
Glasrud, P.A.
Scott Lappegaard and his wife, Jennifer,
live in Red Wing, Minn., having just built a
new house "on the edge of town ." Scott
works for Northern States Power as a
chemistry supervisor.
Shelley (Johnson) and Michael Molden
gave us this update. They live in Crystal,
Minn., have been married for eight years,
and have two children, Douglas, five, and
Emma, one year. Shelley operates a licensed day care facility, and Michael works
for TCF Mortgage Corps.
Martin Moran has started a new company,
New Tech Environmental Consultants,
serving as its project manager. He lives in
Champlin, Minn .

Lori (Ambros) Beasley wed Albert Beasley
on August 28, 1993. Lori works for the
Minnesota Twins in finance; the couple
lives in Cottage Grove, Minn.
Susan (Mueller) and James Bollum live
in Savage, Minn., and proudly announced
the birth of their daughter, Abby, last July.
Susan works for Norwest, and James is
with West Publishing.
Kris and Shelley (Beals) Budke updated
us. They reside in Anoka, Minn. Kris is a
critical care nurse at Methodist Hospital.
Shelley teaches Spanish at the Minnesota
Center for the Arts, and will soon take her
pilot's exam.
Jon and Beth (Ziemke) Thares Davidann
are expecting their first child in May. Jon is
finishing his doctoral dissertation and expects to have it completed next year; he is
also teaching at Rochester Center. Beth is
a project coordinator at the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities.
Wendell and LaVora (Southall) ('87)
Frierson are living in Brooklyn Park, Minn.,
and have a daughter, Jessica, age four.
Wendell is a staff scientist for Viro Medical
Labs, Inc.
Carlos Gallego was recently re-appointed
by Governor Arne Carlson to the Minnesota Council on Affairs of Spanish-Speaking People. He was instrumental in getting

Cynthia (DeRudder) Geskey and her husband proudly announced the birth of their
daughter, Kaitlyn, last summ er. The family
lives in Severn, Md.
Joan (Prokosch) Hoerauf is teach ing
fourth through sixth grade physical education and adapted P.E. at Richfield Intermediate School. She and her husband, Robert, have one daughter and live in
Minnetonka, Minn.
Lynette (Kramer) and Patrick ('84)
Kirkwold live in St. Paul. Lynette is a
mortician with O.E. Olson-Osborn Mortuary, and Patrick is self-employed as a
graphic artist in his company, Kirkwold
Design Group.
Ronald Kubik is serving on the negotiating committee for AFSCME, representing
UMM members in contract negotiations
with the University.
Lisa (Pfeil) and Mark Larson gave us this
update. They are living in Glencoe, Minn.,
where Lisa teaches in the city schools and
Mark is a city administrator.
Tamara (Anderson) Madson proudly announced the birth of her daughter on November 13, 1993. She lives in Novato,
Calif., and works for the Novato Unified
School District.

Jolene (Hackl) Sather has been working
at West Publishing Company for the past
eight years. Her husband, Chris, began
working for Symbol Technologies, a handheld scanning equipment company, in May
1993. They have one daughter, Katherine
Helen, age 7 1/2 months, and live in West
St. Paul.
Tod Swanson works for the St. Paul Companies and lives in Circle Pines, Minn.
Stephen Terhaar and his wife , Pat, were
married last May and honeymooned in
Rome and Venice, Italy. Both work as
geologists for Braun lntertech; they reside
in Minneapolis.
Brent Thureen earned an MFA from the
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities in
June 1992. He works for Winona Market
Research Bureau as data project director
in product concept-, package design-, and
new product-testing. Brent lives in Fridley,
Minn.
Douglas Tigner lives in Maple Grove,
Minn. He works for Corporate Software as
a software consultant.
Michael Winge opened his own dental
practice in the fall of 1992. He and his wife,
Lorriane, live in Kimball, Minn., with their
son .
CLASS OF '86
Christine Adams lives in Mankato, Minn.,
and works in special education.

James and Beth ('88) Mahoney updated
us as follows. They live in Morris where
James is a system support specialist for
Computer Professionals Unlimited, and
Beth is a social worker with Stevens County
Social Services. They have two children,
Patrick, age nine, and Megan, age six.
Debra (Nieman) Nelson is in her fifth year
teaching first grade for the Stewart School
District. She and her husband, Jim, live in
Winthrop, Minn.
Cheryl Nymann and her husband, Kent,
live in Sturgis, S. D., where she teaches first
grade at Takini elementary, and he works
as a plumber.
Kelly O'Brien writes, "I am working in the
human resources department at Ramsey
Clinic in industrial relations at the University of Minnesota." Kelly lives in Edina,
Minn .
Duane Pratt works as a health and disabilities coordinator for the SissetonWahpeton-Sioux Tribe Head Start program.
He lives in Sisseton, S.D.
Robert Quist gave us this update. He and
his wife, Betsy, live in rural Anoka, Minn.,
enjoying the pond-complete-with-ducks that

Peter and Dawn (Norgaard) ('85)
Aswumb proudly announced the birth of
their daughter, Kelsey, last summer who
joins 4-year-old brother Zachary. Dawn
works for Trevilla Robbinsdale, and Peter
is with Onan Service.
Steven Bennett gave us an update. He
lives in Marshall, Minn ., with his wife ,
Carolyn, and their daughter, Olivia, age 1
1/2. Shawn works for Schwan's Sales
Enterprises in Marshall.
Patricia Daigle-Hoffman dropped us a
line. "I'm a group administrator for Padilla
Speer Beardsley, Inc., public relations in
Minneapolis. I live in Andover, Minn., with
my husband, Rockwell, and our son,
Thaddeus, who is five. I spend the majority
of my time working and playing house. Oh
yes, I love being a 'Hockey Mom.' It's my
first year. I enjoy reading UMM To You, as
it reminds me of many wonderful memories and a special 'hi' to the super people I
knew at Morris and miss dearly."
Dorothy Hennen-Barber began working
as the guidance counselor for the Morris
Area High School last year. She and her
family live in Morris.

Scott Nelson lives in Woodbury, Minn.,
UMM To You, Spring 1994
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the elementary.

Marcia Hesse lives in Alberta, Minn., and
works as a childhood screening coordinator for Midstate Community Health Care
Services.
Blair Hill is the manager of a Woolworth's.
He and his wife, Shiela, live in Mitchell,
S.D., with their two children, Randy, age
nine, and Tyler, age five.
Joel" Joe" Hill writes, "I moved in June '93
and am currently keeping busy with Minnesota Brass, work, Minnesota Percussion
Association, and Eagan Winter Drum Line."
Joe is a band instrument specialist with the
Groth Music Company. Joe lives in
Burnsville.
Kirby Hufford proudly announced the birth
of his son, Taylor, last August. He and his
family live in Morris.

We are living in Bemidji."

Anne (Heinsohn) Seppanen proudly explains that she is working full time as a
"domestic engineer." She and her husband, John, have two children, ages five
and two, and live in Battle Creek, Mich.
Todd and Jean (Vos) ('87) Valnes are
living in Morris, where Todd is self-employed as an environmental well-driller,
and Jean works for Stevens County Implement. They have two children, Nicole, age
five, and Bradyn, 14 months.
Douglas Wohlers and his wife, Jan, have
three sons, Derek, Jared, and Corey, and
live in Sartell, Minn. He works as the
corporate logistics manager for Multifoods
in Rice, Minn.

Blaine Hill and his wife, Susan, have two
daughters, ages 11 and six, and live in
Breckenridge, Minn., where he is city clerk
treasurer, and she works for the Chamber
of Commerce.
David Hofland lives in Warren, Minn., and
works at Warren high school.
Sarah Holm is the special needs project
coordinator for Child Care Resources and
Referral in Willmar, Minn., where she now
resides. Under a grant from the state's
Department of Human Resources, she is
helping area child care providers with integrated child care for children with disabilities.
John Hovren happily relocated to Minneapolis, wanting to be near a lake and to
enjoy rollerblading . He works as an occupational underwriter for Blue Cross Blue
Shield in Eagan .

CLASS OF '87
Judy Johnston received her master's degree in education via the program offered
here at UMM by the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. Judy teaches kindergarten in the Chokio-Alberta schools and lives
in Morris.
Curtis Kemp proudly announced the birth
of his son, Samuel Edward, last August.
He lives in Bloomington, Minn.
Barbara Larsen happily announced her
engagement last year. She lives in Pierre,
S.D., and works for the South Dakota Department of Environmental and Natural
Resources.
Michael Mader happily announces his recent marriage to Sandra DeFlorian. They
live in West Salem, Wis., and Michael
works as bio-medical technician for Lutheran Hospital in Lacrosse, Wis.
Bill and Sherry (Jeitz) ('92) Rutledge
write , "We would like to announce the birth
of our son, Cody, on August 24, 1993. Bill
is teaching and coaching at Red Lake
elementary, and I am working on my C. P.A.

Suzanne (Hendricks) Basiago married
Mark Basiago last June. She is a licensed
attorney with Regency Title, Inc. , and lives
in Burnsville, Minn.
Martin and Gwen (Athman) Garber are in
their seventh yearof teaching for the Milaca
school system. Martin teaches fourth grade
general music and middle school band,
and Gwen teaches ninth grade social studies.
Beth Gillespie Hallauer was married in
July to Timothy Hallauer, and resides in
Keokuk, Iowa, where she is "in the middle
of a job search--education in science."
Christi Hansen and Diane Johnson ('88)
are now sharing rooms in St. Paul; Diane
even brought along her dog, Max. Christi
is working for the Minnesota Department of
Jobs and Training as a disability examiner.
Brad and Kari ('88) Hanson live in
Monticello, Minn., where they are both
teaching in the city schools. Brad is at the
high school, and Kari teaches fifth grade at

Timothy Jennissen and his wife, Carrie,
live in St. Louis Park, Minn. He works as an
applications consultant training clients in
computer software for SSA-Elke, and she
works for the Cancer Society as assistant
director of income development.
Susan Kosak and her husband, Michael
Salter, proudly announced the birth oftheir
son, David . They recently moved to
Burnsville, Minn. Susan teaches at Brooklyn Park junior high, and Michael works for
Northwest Airlines .
Mahjoub Labyad gave us an update. He
has been working for six years on the
Duluth campus as an environmental health
specialist, managing and conducting training in safety and disposal. He has three
daughters, ages seven, five and three.
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managing details for over 90 concerts a
season. They live in St. Paul.
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Janet (Switzer) Ludowese operates a
home day care facility in Mora, Minn., where
she and her husband, Ray, reside.
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Leigh and Brian ('86) Marthe-Larsen report, "Life has been the house--pretty much
our lives for the past six months! It's now
looking up to date--out with the 60s and in
with the 90s!" They and their new home
can be found in St. Paul.
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Dyanne (Opdahl) Parsons and her husband, Brad, proudly announced the birth of
their daughter, Caitlyn, born August 7, 1993.
Diane is teaching at Starbuck elementary
and lives in Glenwood, Minn.
Arnold Prokott lives in Altoona, Wis., and
works for the National Business Institute
coordinating continuing education seminars.
Norma Reker and Gregory Bramel
proudly announced the birth of their son,
Samuel Reker Bramel, " ... nine pounds,
two ounces of bouncing baby boy, born
July 9, 1993. [We] really enjoy being
parents--everything but the lack of sleep!"
In addition to this new job, Norma is a
pension benefits analyst for Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America's Board of
Pensions in Minneapolis, and Greg is a.
station manager for Envirotest Technologies.
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Rod Richter is now back in Minnesota,
having completed an associate's degree in
building preservation technology from
Belmont Technical College in Ohio. While
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Matthew Lefebvre and Marie FranzeenLeFebvre ('86) are busy these days. He is
working on a master's degree in theatre
arts, and recently did the costumes for
Assassins with the Great American History
Theatre. She is the ticket service associate for the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra,
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James Gremmels
English--1967

Edith Farrell
French--1969

Jooinn Lee
Political Science--1969

Jack Imholte
Assistant Dean--1968
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(He says, "I'm still ticking!")
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searching out opportunities in his new specialization, he works for temporary service
Dobbs Pro Staff with the help of Patty
Elsen ('86) . He says, "If you ever need
work, call Patty! She'll have you raking in
dough tomorrow!"

e

Robert Roelike lives in Champlin, Minn.,
and works for First Bank as a credit analyst
in Minneapolis.

h

Deanna (Pangerl) Torgerson lives in
Monticello, Minn., where she is eagerly
awaiting the birth of her first child. Stay
tuned!
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Kim Van Houdt works as a corrections
officer at the Minnesota Department of
Corrections facility in Faribault.
CLASS OF '88
Michelle (Reding) Basco writes, "I married Chris Basco, a petty officer in the U.S.
Navy, on April 24, 1993. He is currently out
to sea (off the coast of Somalia) and will
return in March of '94. I've been temporarily back in Minnesota while he's gone,
and when Chris gets out of the Navy in
September, we will move back to Minnesota. I've been a registered nursing assistant the last few years, and plan to eventually return to school to be a registered
nurse."
Douglas Berg married Sarah Kaisler December 11, 1993, and honeymooned at
Lutsen Resorts. They are living in Alexan-

Anita Jackson gave us this update. She
teaches second grade in Chicago, and is
engaged to be married to Lawrence Hill in
July 1994.
Mary Jones updated us. She is an assistant vice-president at Merrill-Lynch in New
York City, and lives in Maplewood, N.J.
She ran in the New York Marathon last
November.
Jolene (Kubista) and Joel Kennedy live
in Eagan, Minn. Jolene works at
Rasmussen Business College, and Joel is
with IBM in Minneapolis. Last fall he was
elected to a one-year term on the UMM
Alumni Association Board of Directors.
Cindy (Doll) Koehn and her husband,
Joe, are proud to announce the birth of
their daughter, Emma, born October 16,
1993. The family lives in Farmington,
Minn.
Al Kreb resides in Long Lake, Minn., and
works at Play It Again Sports in Buffalo.
Kathy Kuntz is finishing up her master's
degree work at the University of Wisconsin, Madison in history and expects to
graduate this spring. She returned to UMM
last summer to attend the retirement festivities for Harold Fahl, superintendent of
Plant Services, Morris, and organized an
on-the-spotfundraiser at his dinner-dance
in which guests made a contribution in
exchange for a dance with the guest of
honor.

ordinator for Grant County development
achievement center. She lives near
Hoffman, Minn.

Karen (Anderson) Schultz and her husband, Mark, proudly announced the birth of
their son, Cole, last July. They live in
Minneapolis, and Karen works for Minnesota Continuing Legal Education.
Michael Strysick writes, "I defended my
dissertation, 'The Malady of Community,'
in November to receive the Ph.D . in comparative literature from Binghamton University, SUNY. My next challenge is to find
a tenure-track position in an English department. I'm currently in the second of a
three-year contract at Georgia Tech [in
Atlanta]." Congratulations, Michael!
Moira Sweeting gave us this update. She
is now teaching third grade at St. Monica
Elementary School in Opalocka, Fla., and
lives in Miramar.
Seanne Thomas and Alhaji Khadur are
living in St. Paul. Seanne is a senior
underwriter for State Farm in Roseville.
Deanne Thomas-Chadinha resides in St.
Paul with her husband, Russ Chadinha.
She is a claims investigator for State Farm
Insurance.
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dria, Minn., where he is territory manager
for Cellular 2000.

Melissa Dunlavy lives in Spicer, Minn.,
teaching at Roosevelt elementary. She
has two children, Joe, age four, and Laura,
age two.
Jason Eggers sent us an update. He is
living in Edina, Minn., and works as a
chiropractor in Richfield .
James Eklund lives in Morris and works at
the USDA soils laboratories here.
Wendy (Valnes) Evink works at Walt's
Shoes here in Morris. She has two children, Tyler, four, and Kayla, 15 months.
Joel Foss lives in Foley, Minn. He is
attending St. Cloud State University and
will graduate this spring.
Robert Friedlein and his wife, Anna, have
one son , Dominic, age one. Robert works
for West Publishing Company as a computer programmer, and lives with his family
in Cottage Grove, Minn .
Gary Halbur updated us. He is a computer
operator for 3M in Hutchinson , Minn. When
we talked with him in November, he and his
wife , Joan, were happily awaiting the birth
of their first child with a December due
date.
Laura Hauer received her master's degree in education from the University of St.
Thomas and is currently teaching at Dakota Hills Middle School in Eagan, Minn.
Laura lives in Apple Valley.
Kristi Iverson and her husband live in
Watertown, S.D., where her husband is
department manager for Wal-Mart.
UMM To You, Spring 1994

Alice Lipinski is working at Hamline University Law School and lives in St. Paul.
She is planning to be married later this fall.
Joni (Freeman) Maas lives .in Owatonna,
Minn. She has a daughter, Emily, age one.
Steven Myren and his wife, Mari, proudly
announced the birth of their son, Anthony
Richard, born August 10, 1993. The Myrens
have lived in DeWitt, Iowa, for two years,
but" ... we're not Hawkeye fans!" Steven is
district manager for Transworld Systems,
Inc.

Michelle Vikander gave us an update.
She is teaching special education for the
Clark County schools in Nevada and working on a master's degree in education. She
lives in Las Vegas .
Michelle and Daniel ('89) Peterson Wahl
live in Tyler, Minn., where Daniel is communications director at Lyon Lincoln Electric Co-op, and Michelle is going back to
school in nursing at Southwest State University.
James and Caroline (Rauenhorst) ('87)
Williamson live in Appleton, Minn. James
is self-employed working in specialty products for agriculture.
CLASS OF '89

Michael Nemmers updated us. He now
works for Dairyland Computers writing computer software. He has been married for
three years, and lives in Farwell, Minn.,
with his wife and two children.

Tom and Barb (Rahlenbeck) ('88) Berg
write, "We are very proud to announce the
birth of our first baby, Garrett Thomas . He
was born January 19, 1994, in Omaha,
Neb."

Peter Nikolai and his wife, Nancy, were
eagerly anticipating the birth of their third
child when we talked to them in November.
The baby was due in January, and will join
older siblings James, age three, and Sara,
age two , at home in Irving , Texas .

Richard and Jodi ('90) Bruns updated us.
Both are in graduate programs--Richard in
special education and Jodi for occupational therapy. They live in Sartell, Minn.,
and Richard works in Waite Park as a
behavioral specialist.

Kristi Peterson gave us an update. She is
now working for the Roseville schools and
does athletic training for Copeland Physical Therapy . She lives in Edina, Minn .

Julie (Crawford) Coffland wrote us. "I
married Captain Christopher Coffland in
December 1991 . We moved to Colorado
Springs for a two-year assignment as a
pilot instructor at the Air Force Academy .
Now he is flying U2s out of California.
While in Colorado, I managed a weight loss
center and performed at various dinner
theatres ."

Carol Powers is hard at work on her doctoral dissertation while teaching classes at
Ohio Wesleyan University in Delaware,
Ohio.
Douglas Reimers is farming and working
at Sears. He and his wife, Hilda, and their
three children--Nathan, age 14, Ashley,
eight, and Elliott, five--live in Eden Prairie,
Minn.
Wanda Saurer works as the program co-

Mary (Hennen) and Timothy Drake reside in St. Paul. He works at Hamline
University, and she works as a sign language interpreter for the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.
Duane and Candace (Ahearn)
Ellingworth are living in Byron, Minn.,
where he works as the school psychologist; she works as a senior program analyst
in Owatonna.
Becky Fischer married Mitchell Kirchoff
on September 25, 1993. She is employed
at Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith in
Minneapolis, and Mitch works for Nordic
Track in Glencoe. They now live in
Shakopee, Minn.
Jennifer (Jensen) Gilk began her new
position as an associate attorney for Estebo,
Schnobrich, Frank & Solie Ltd. last fall.
She and her husband, Tim ('90), now live
in Redwood Falls, Minn . Tim works for a
Twin Cities car dealership.
Lisa (Nordstrom) Gjersvik gave us an
update. She has been working for Agriculture Utilization Research Initiative since
1989 as a technical services assistant, and
lives in Waseca, Minn .
Shirley (Blommel) Hulinsky and her husband, David, live in Burtrum, Minn ., with
their children, Greg, four, Tiffany , three,
and Nathan, one year . She substitute
teaches in the Swanville, Grey Eagle and
Melrose school systems.
Sophia Hunter has two children, Anthony,
21 months, and Erin, eight months, and
lives in Clark Grove, Minn.
Jean Jackson is self-employed as a promotional consultant doing private contracting with state agencies. She lives in Pierre,
S.D.
Bradley and JoEllyn (Baufield) ('88)
Johnson proudly announced the birth of
their daughter, Megan Elizabeth, last
March. The Johnsons live in Elk River,
Minn., where Bradley works for Rohn Iron
Works and JoEllyn is with Iron and Brass
Inc.
Sandra Kness enthusiastically announces
plans for a reunion of Blakely Hall residents
in June. "Keep your eyes open 1985-86
residents!!" When not planning UMM gatherings, Sandra keeps busy working for the
Osteopathic Medical Center ofT exas. She
lives in Euless, Texas, and is a student at
the University of Texas, but clearly her
heart belongs to UMM .
Jennifer (Thibert) Kopff and her husband, Robert, proudly announced the birth
of their son , Hunter, last July. They live in
Monticello, Minn., and Jennifer works for
the Jenny Craig Weight Loss Center in
Minneapolis.
Angela Kramer-Erickson gave us this
update. She works for Chrysler Corporation in public relations, and with her hus-
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Laird Barber
English--1966

Pearl Johnson
CPPS--1970

Lois Hodgell
Studio Art--1969

day care facility; Daniel teaches social
studies in the Aitkin schools, and serves as
wrestling coach .

clients include the city of Minneapolis.
Marie (Williams) and Gary ('85) Hanson
write, "We proudly announce the birth of
our son, Tyler Mitchell, born May 1O, 1993.
He weighed seven pounds, six ounces,
and was 19 inches long. We just bought a
house in Morris. I opened a day care, and
Gary is employed by Cenex."

Julie Toft writes, "[I] am currently deployed
to McMurdo Station in Antarctica (October
to February) with the U.S. Naval Support
Force, Antarctica."

planner for AST Research, a computer
company .

band, Wayne, raises quarter horses . They
have a one-year-old son, Christian, and
live in Hawley, Minn.

l?I

Sara (Messner) Kuhn had a great season
coaching varsity girls' volleyball last fall. As
coach of the B team, she led her group h
a 14-4 record, including a championship in
the Pine Island tournament and a second
place finish in the Hayfield tourney. Sara
sums it up, "I love coaching, I love volleyball, and it's great to be coaching and
working in it again."

Did you know that UMM

Susan Moening lives in Denver, Colo.,
and is teaching first grade in the city school
system.

■

■

■

tinent of the world except Australia ... and by
the time you read this,
one of your classmates
may very well have
moved to the outback!
II

Al Nelson began his new position as girls'
basketball coach for the Belview-DanubeRenville-Sacred Heart school district this
fall. He lives in Danube, Minn.
Lynnea Peterson lives in Arvada, Colo.,
and works for an environmental lab in
Englewood.
Amy Rasmussen is employed by the
Marquette Hotel and lives in Mounds View,
Minn.
Gregory Schooler is an operations specialist for TFC and lives in Minneapolis.
Karen and Daniel Stifter updated us. They
are living in Aitkin, Minn. Karen operates a

CLASS OF '90

alumni live on every con-

11

Scott Vikander lives in St. Paul and works
for Water Gremlin as a robotics engineer.
Robert Vipond is currently teaching at
Jefferson senior high and Central junior
high in Alexandria, Minn. He is looking
forward to moving into the district's new
Discovery middle school when it is completed next school year.
Daryl and Nancy (Ransom) ('90)
Wattenhofer are living in Dassel, Minn.,
where Daryl works at the Marquette Bank
of Dassel. Nancy is with Legal Systems in
Minneapolis.
Lisa Wendler Kummins is a lab technician at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester. She
and her husband, Jeff, have a two-year-old
daughter and live in Owatonna, Minn.
James Windschitl lives in Santa Ana,
Calif. , and works as a material control
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Timothy Adams is a committee administrator with the Minnesota House of Representatives. He lives in St. Paul.
Robin (Koltes) Albert gave us an update.
She and her husband, Vance, live in
Albertville, Minn., with their children, Cody,
age two, and Rachelle, one month. Robin
teaches seventh grade math at St. Michael
School and coaches volleyball and basketball . Her husband is a sales representative
for Construction Heaters.
Brenda (Scherer) Alexander was married to David Alexander on September 4,
1993. She is working as a technical writer
for Education Loan Service Center. The
couple lives in Indianapolis.
John Chasteen teaches sixth grade for
the Anoka Hennepin schools in Coon Rapids, Minn., where he also resides .
Jeff and Kris ('91) Dalen-Bard write, "We
had a wonderful wedding in July, and in
August we moved to Madison, Wis.! Jeff is
now an administrative fellow at Mercy
Health System in Janesville, and I am in my
second year of law school at UW-Madison.
Next summer I'll be working for the Wisconsin Juvenile Public Defender's office."

Kim (Haugen) and Michael Hawkenson
updated us. They are living in Kandiyohi,
Minn., and proudly announced the birth of

their first child, Heather Rose, on November 20, 1993. Kim works at St. Mary's
Catholic Church, and Michael is with West
Central Communications.
Connie (Stangler) Hesse lives in Watkins,
Minn., with her husband, Jeff, and their
daughter, Makayla. She teaches third grade
at St. Anthony's school.
Carrie (Seaton) Jepma lives in Hancock,
Minn., teaching in the city's school district.
She was happily expecting her first child,
due in December, when we talked last fall.
Jennifer (Klimek) Koubsky writes , "My
husband and I recently relocated back to
Minnesota from North Carolina. It's really
nice to be back! We have two kids--Ryan,
2 1/2, and Rachel, eight months. I am now
working in Minneapolis at The Bridge for
Runaway Youth as a residential counselor,
counseling high-risk teens."
Chris (Lucken) and Mark ('91)
Kragenbring wrote, "We are living in Alexandria. I am teaching eighth grade English, and Mark is an independent contractor. We are the proud parents of Quinn
Renee, our daughter, who was born July
31 , 1993."

Donna Dodds began teaching math parttime for the Benson schools last fall. She
resides in Hancock, Minn .
Roseann (Vittori) Greig is a graduate
student in clinical psychology at the Minnesota School of Professional Psychology in
Minneapolis. She and her husband, William , live in Ramsey, where he is selfemployed as a rubbish hauler and whose
UMM To You, Spring 1994

UMM's Timna Odegaard Reached Finals of Rhodes
Scholar District Competition

Odegaard will graduate from UMM in June
and has applied to five graduate schools.
She plans to earn a doctorate in biochemistry and become a professor and
researcher. She is a project leader for the
Women's Leadership Development Net-

In the United States, candidates for Rhodes
Scholarships must be unmarried U.S. citizens, aged eighteen or over but not yet
twenty-four. They must also have academic standing sufficient to assure
completion of a bachelor's degree before

Eventually the announcement was made.
The four winners of the Rhodes Scholarships were from Kansas, Missouri ,
Nebraska and Iowa. All four will attend
Oxford for two years .

Odegaard was recommended for the program last spring by James Togeas, UMM
chemistry professor and member of the
local Rhodes committee which was chaired
by Ted Underwood, UMM historyprofessor.
Odegaard, a chemistry major with a music
minor, was one of 11 finalists chosen from
the 36 applicants in Minnesota to participate in state interviews. The interviews
took place in Minneapolis during the last
week of fall quarter. Each candidate was
interviewed for 20 minutes. During the
interview, the question was posed whether
women would provide a unique contribution to science. She responded that she
thought every person - man or woman would contribute something unique. Responding to a question raised about
bioethics, she indicated that every college
should offer a course in bioethics to help
prepare future scientists to make choices
with an awareness of the fears of the public.

Although the competition was a "huge
time and energy investment" and she was
not one of the four chosen, Odegaard says
that the process of the competition has
had a very positive effect on her life and
was definitely "worth it." The entire interview process was alien to her and will
hopefully make future interviews easier.
She now questions the "why" of her beliefs
more and takes a more "decided stance
on things in the science field and in life."

colonial pioneer and statesman who died
in 1902. He dreamed of bettering humanity through the diffusion of leaders trained
at his alma mater, Oxford. The criteria
which Rhodes suggested still guide committees of selection. The will contains four
standards by which prospective Rhodes
Scholars should be judged: literary and
scholastic attainments; fondness for and
success in sports; truth, courage, devotion to duty, sympathy for and protection of
the weak, kindliness, unselfishness and
fellowship; and moral force of character
and instincts to lead, and to take an interest in one's fellow beings. Underlying
these standards is the aim that scholars
be physically, intellectually, and morally
capable of leadership, persons who will, in
Rhodes's phrase, "esteem the performance of public duties as their highest
aim."

electronics in music, whether it actually is
"music" and if she might become as good
at it as at the piano.

UMM senior Timna Odegaard, daughter
of Bruce and Paulette Odegaard of Crystal , Minn., was one of two students chosen
to represent Minnesota at the seven-state
district level of competition for a Rhodes
Scholarship. Rhodes scholars receive
awards for two years of study in the University of Oxford, England.

waited nervously until the committee announced that she and Rachel Paulson, a
political science major at the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities, would be the two
representatives to advance to the district
level of competition. The two were excited
by the fact that they "were both women
and both representatives of the University
system" as opposed to private schools.

"I question the 'why' of my beliefs more and take a more
II decided
stance on things in the science field and in life. "
work, plays piano and performs piano
recitals, and is vice-president of the UMM
Chem-Bio Club. Last year she was named
as the recipient of the Kaufman Award for
natural science, the Scholar of the College
Award, and the Barry Goldwater Scholarship.

going into residence in Oxford the following October.

The most interesting and complex question asked referred to C.P. Snow, a novelist
who writes about Oxford. He claims that
writers should be conversant with science, and scientists should be able to talk
about Shakespeare; thus the question,

The district competition includes seven
states: Minnesota, Kansas, Missouri, Iowa,
Nebraska, North Dakota, and South Dakota, with two people representing each
state.

"Use the second law ot thermodynamics
and apply it to the Shakespearean play of

The district level interviews also dealt with
her topic of science. Again, she was

your choice." Odegaard chose Romeo
and Juliet (after explaining the second law
of thermodynamics to many of the committee as the concept that "everything
moves toward chaos") and related the plot
of the play to the theory.

asked the role of women in science; she
was asked her opinion of the cloning of
genes and of the actions of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian; and they discussed the importance of all students being taught the
correct level of science and its applications to their lives. They also discussed
her Partners in Scholarship project about

The Rhodes Scholarships owe their origin
to the will of Cecil J. Rhodes, a British

ball. Renee is in the U.S. Navy.

Health Sciences/Chicago Medical School.

Minn.

Mark and Charlotte (Malone) ('91)
Merchlewicz live in Litchfield, Minn. She
is an extension agent for Meeker County
Youth Development; he works for Mark 1:

Belinda Snyder updated us. She lives in
Chokio, Minn., and is an active volunteer
with Brownie Scouts. She has three children--Kay, seven, Stacy, five, and Ryan,
three.

Stacie Tietz-Stellner is working on a
master's degree at St. Thomas while teaching in the Rosemount school district. She
and her husband, Winston, live in Columbia Heights, Minn.

Michael Murphy works for AmCom Software, Inc., doing training installation and
support of software products and services.
He lives in Edina, Minn.

Daphne Spillers is working on her master's
degree in geology at Centenary College in
Shreveport, Louisiana.

Chuck Lewis sent us an update. He is an
assistant research scientist for BristolMeyers Squibb, pharmaceutical division,
and lives in East Brunswick, N.J.

Harvey Nelson is the program coordinator
for Adult Client Training Services; he lives
in Bird Island, Minn.

Mark Stewart is enrolled at North Dakota
State University, working on an engineering degree.

Donald and Virginia VanKuelen live in
Rochester, Minn., where she works for the
Mayo Clinic; she received her master's
degree in immunology. Donald works for
Brown lntertech. They have one child, and
are expecting their second.

Brett Lillie and his wife, Becky, have moved
to Groton, Conn., where Brett accepted a
position with the Pfizer Pharmaceutical
Company. He earned his master's degree
in chemistry from the University of North
Dakota in December 1993.

M.J. Patrick-Cabrera is finishing up a law
degree at William Mitchell College of Law
in Minneapolis and working as an intern in
the state Attorney General's office, criminal division. She and her husband, Richard, live in Shoreview, Minn .

Keith Lipinski and his wife, Renee, were
happily awaiting the birth of their second
child, due in February, when we last spoke
with them. They live in Quantico, Va.,
where Keith teaches high school geology
and history, coaching varsity wrestling and
serving as assistant varsity coach for foot-

Daniel Pick is owner and operator of a
painting contracting business. He is engaged to be married in May, and currently
lives in Luverne, Minn.

Jennifer (Westlin) and Richard ('91)
Sunstrom now live in Deer Creek, Minn.
She is completing a master's degree in
curriculum and instruction at the University
of St. Thomas, and he teaches Spanish in
the New York Mills schools. They proudly
announced the birth of their son, Jeremiah
Matthew, April 18, 1993.

Following the interviews, the candidates

John A. Mukand ('80), Neenah, Wis ., was
the only other UMM student to reach the
district finals of the Rhodes Scholarship
competition. Mukand graduated from UMM
with majors in English and chemistry.

Rhodes Scholars are appointed for two
years of study in the University of Oxford,
with the possibility of renewal for a third
year. All educational costs are paid on the
scholar's behalf by the Rhodes trustees .
Each scholar receives , in addition, a maintenance allowance adequate to meet
necessary expenses for term-time and
vacations. The Rhodes Trustees also
cover the necessary costs of travel to and
from Oxford.

Class Notes
Mark Kuehl works as the human resources
representative for Buffets, Inc., and lives in
Minneapolis.
Dean and Marlene (Hubbell) Larson
moved into their new home in Osseo, Minn.,
in February. Dean is enrolled at St. Thomas University working on an MBA, and
Marlene is the regional services director for
Focus Homes, Inc.
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Beatrice Sanchez wrote that she is living
in Chicago, working for the University of

Paula (Stoltenburg) and Bart Thielbar
updated us. She is a social worker in Rock
County, and this summer he worked as the
human resource director for Berkley Information Services. They live in Luverne,

James Weglewski writes, "I am presently
working at 3M Company in the vibration
control systems area and playing in a rhythm
and blues band on weekends called 'Under
Suspicion."'
Paul Wilson lives in Rochester, Minn.,
working in security for the city and the
Mayo Clinic.
CLASS OF '91
Kelly Ames has a new job with MCC
Behavior Management, Inc., as a functional intake specialist. She now lives in
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THE CAREER CENTER: Career Planning

C

areer planning continues to
be an integral part of the
college experience. Changes
in the basic industries, world
economy, technology, demographics, political systems, etc. have
created an uncertain future for
college graduates. An excellent
liberal arts academic program
combined with strong academic
advising and career planning and
placement activities have assisted
UMM graduates in the development of their careers.

The UMM Career Center (formerly
named Career Planning and
Placement) continues to provide a
variety of services to students and
alumni . The Center publishes
teacher and liberal arts job vacancy lists, establishes and
maintains placement credentials,
coordinates a campus-wide internship program, sponsors a number
of career development workshops
and programs, and provides
assistance with resume/letter
writing, job search and interviewing techniques. The Center
provides graduate/professional
school advising and information on
summer employment.
Current students and alumni
frequently use the Center to obtain
academic and career information.
In addition to commercially published information, the Center uses
results obtained from annual and
longitudinal follow-up studies of
UMM graduates in career counseling. Findings from a recent study
of 3070 UMM alumni who gradu-

ated between 1964-1989 have
been especially helpful in answering career-related questions . The
most commonly asked career
questions about UMM graduates
are summarized from this study.

psychologist. A number of graduates employed as teachers
indicated they were also selfemployed on a part-time basis.

Industry of Employment
Occupational Level
Approximately 60% of UMM
graduates were found to be in
professional and technical positions, 20% in managerial, 9% in
sales, 6% in clerical and administrative support, 2% in skilled and
semi-skilled trades, and 1% each
in service and farm owners/managers. More than 80% of the
graduates were in occupational
categories for college graduates
as defined by the U.S. Department
of Labor . National statistics
suggest that 70% of all college
graduates obtain jobs in professional and technical, managerial,
and professional sales positions.
This has been a consistent finding
in the UMM annual follow-up
surveys of graduates, as well.
About 12% of graduates are selfemployed. Of these, 70% were
male and 30% female . The most
frequently listed occupations in
rank order were: independent
sales (insurance, real estate,
marketing representative, broker),
business/retail owner, attorney,
dentist, consultant, physician,
veterinarian, clergy, accountant/
bookkeeper, chiropractor, independent social worker, artist, child
care provider, musician, and

Over 37% were employed in
educational services; 8% each in
finance/insurance/real estate and
manufacturing (primarily electronic
and electrical machinery, food and
kindred products, printing, and
chemicals); 7% each in social
service and public administration
(including the military); 6% each in
health services and retail trade;
4% in business services; 3% each
in other services, wholesale trade,
and transportation/public utilities;
2% each in membership organizations (primarily religious),
agriculture/forestry/fishing, and
legal services; 1% in construction;
and less than 1% in mining (primarily gas exploration) .
Approximately 73% of those who
indicated they had a teaching
license were employed in educational services.

■

■

■

homes and other health care
providers, among others.
The proportion of graduates
entering the industry of education
has decreased over time. During
this same time, the proportion of
graduates entering social services,
finance/insurance/real estate,
business services, retail trade, and
other services has increased. The
fact that higher proportions of
UMM graduates have found
employment in education, social
service, and other services rather
than manufacturing and agriculture
is consistent with the annual
follow-up studies conducted at
UMM and national reports .
Education and social services
were the only two industries where
a larger proportion of females
found employment. A higher
proportion of men were employed
in finance/insurance/real estate,
manufacturing, public administration, retail trade, business
services, wholesale trade, transportation/public utilities,
agriculture, legal services, and
construction . Approximately the
same proportion of men and
women were employed in health
services, other services, and

Typical employers include: public
and parochial schools and colleges, department and smaller
retail stores, insurance companies
and agencies, real estate agencies, publishers, focal/state and
federal government agencies,
branches of the military, banks,
major food and technology manufacturers, wholesalers, private
social service providers, nursing

Overall, 48% of our graduates
indicated they lived in Minnesota
but outside of the metropolitan

five years." Peter lives in Coon Rapids,
Minn .

a receptionist at the courthouse in Buffalo,
Minn.

Jennifer (Alvstad) Mclaughlin married
Michael McLaughlin of Hoffman, Minn .
They live in Parsons, Kansas, where Jennifer is a child protection officer with the
Kansas Welfare Program, and Michael is
in special education with the Kansas
schools.

Deborah Palmer-Seal writes, "I was married August 6, 1993, to David Seal. I also
finished my master's thesis in psychology
at the University of New Mexico during the
fall semester. !t has been an exciting year.
I will be working for my Ph.D. while David is
looking for a job in the social/personality
field." Deborah resides in Albuquerque .

membership organizations.

Location of Employment

Class Notes
Fridley, Minn .

mary care counselor.

Brett Barett has been busy. He moved
into his new house in White Bear Lake,
Minn., and will marry Lisa Wagner on May
21 of this year. He works for Ziegler
Bloomington as a City Desk representative.

Kevin and Anita (Heinecke) ('93) Erkens
live in Waite Park, Minn. He works for St.
Cloud Toyota, and she teaches in the Sartell
schools.

Joel Beyer and his wife, Jamie, write,
"[We] have bought the Morris Motel and
started operation November 1. The motel
is going to go through some changes:
redecorating of rooms and lobby, and starting a continental breakfast. Alumni keep
this in mind for your stays in Morris. Jamie
will continue to run the Be-Bop Hair Shop
also in Morris."
Patti Bohaty writes, "[I] am in the master's
program in romance languages at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
teaching a section of French to undergraduates."
Lisa Coderre and John Norlander were
married in June 1993. They live in Fairmont,
Minn. Lisa is a school psychologist in the
Martin County district, and John is employed by the Wilder Foundation as a pripage 12

Tracy Feltmann taught in Ecuador for two
years where she met and married her
husband, Oswaldo Arevalo, on March 4,
1993. The have moved back to the states
and are now living in St. Louis Park, Minn.
Suzanne Kelly writes, "I graduated with a
master's degree in school psychology. In
September I began my first 'real' job as a
school psychologist in Worthington, Minn.
I am responsible for two schools consisting
of grades four through nine."
Amy Beste and Scott Kimlinger were
married in April 1993.
Peter Lindbloom wrote, "I have recently
been promoted to supervisor of the
Princeton, Milaca , Zimmerman, and
Annandale regions of North Medical Transportation Services (North Memorial Medical Center). I begin effective January 10.
I've been employed with NMTS for over

Kara Miller-Jensen and Alan Jensen gave
us an update. They are living in St. Paul
where Kara is working for Norwest Mortgage in Arden Hills, and Alan is with
Eduserv.
Karen (Reddy) Nevin proudly announced
the birth of her son, Trevor Patrick, born
November 4, 1993. She says, "It's fabulous being a new mom!" Karen, her husband, Mike, and their son live in Rogers,
Minn., and Karen works for American National Can.
Craig and Paige (Anderson) Nordling
proudly announced the birth of their son,
Erin Michael. "He's a smiley little stinker-the happiest little baby," they note. Craig is
subbing and coaching, and Paige works as

David Purcell lives in Minneapolis and
works for the U.S. Bureau of Mines.
Melinda (Biers) Reeder and her husband,
Jim, proudly announced the birth of their
son, Jakob, born September 13, 1993.
They live in New Prague, Minn.; Melinda is
a marketing assistant with Stevens Fabrics.
Craig Santer writes, "[I] was recently named
head women's basketball coach at
Augsburg College, and women's recruiting
coordinator." Craig lives in Minneapolis.
Thomas and Tina (Kalthoff) ('93) Saue
were married in September 1993. Thomas
works for Federated Insurance as an adUMM To You, Spring 1994
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and Placement Services

area, 28% lived out of Minnesota,
and 24% resided in the Twin Cities
metropolitan area of the state. A
larger proportion of graduates who
indicated they were self-employed
worked in "greater" Minnesota than
those who worked for an employer.

Relationship Between
Maior and Current Job
The majority of both male and
female graduates found employment related to their major.
Overall, 33% of the graduates
reported they were employed in
the same field as their college
major and an additional 34% were
employed in a "related" field.
Approximately 24% were in a
different field by choice; another
9% said they were in a different
field-not by their own choice. A
higher proportion of females report
obtaining employment in the same
or a related field.
When analyzed by industry of
employment, a larger proportion of
graduates who indicated they
obtained employment in a "same"
or "related" field were employed in
education and social service. The
largest proportion of graduates
who indicated they had obtained a
job in a different field either "by
choice" or "not by choice" were
employed in finance/insurance/real
estate, whole sale and retail trade,
transportation, and public administration.

Education
Since Graduation
About 53% of our alumni indicated
they had participated in an employee training program, 46%
indicated taking additional undergraduate course work, 45%
indicated attending a graduate/
professional school program, and
25% reported being enrolled in
vocational technical training.
Alumni participated in more than
one type of post baccalaureate
training.
Annually, approximately 17-28% of
UMM graduates go directly to
graduate/professional school.
About 45% of all UMM graduates
have taken some graduate/professional training. The proportion of
both male and female graduates
who took additional training increased with time since
graduation. These findings illustrate the prevalence of life-long
continuing education and support
the need for rigorous liberal learning.
While UMM graduates matriculate
to many graduate and professional
school programs in a number of
states, the majority continue to
attend graduate and professional
schools in Minnesota with the
University of Minnesota listed most
often. Practitioner masters degrees offered by the Minnesota
state universities are also frequently mentioned. The graduate
and professional school programs

most frequently attended by UMM
graduates continue to include:
medicine (including chiropractic),
dentistry, law, veterinary medicine,
pharmacy, business administration
(including accounting), psychology
(including counseling, rehabilitation counseling, gerontology, and
related), speech, computer science, chemistry, music, geology,
library science, physics, biology,
education (including special
education and administration),
public affairs and administration.

Benefits of the
UM M Experience
The ability to think independently,
skill in relating to people, and
developing close friendships were
the most highly rated benefits of
the college years for all UMM
graduates. Many of the intellectual
"processes" thought to be characteristic of liberally educated
persons, such as seeing relationships among ideas, making
inferences and logical conclusions,
examining contrary views, received high ratings as well.

Like previous studies, accessibility
of instructors continues to be the
highest rated aspect of the educational program. Since UMM began
graduate follow-up studies in 1973,
alumni have always expressed
very high levels of satisfaction with
the institution. The following
statement by one alum illustrates a
common theme of satisfaction:
"My attendance at UMM was a
time of great personal and academic growth for me. UMM
provided me exposure to different
ideas, outlooks, and gave me the
opportunity to travel and grow as a
person."
Career information on previous
graduates may be helpful in
planning for one's future. However, it is important to note that it is
our conviction that the value of a
liberal education is not measured
solely by employment or post
baccalaureate educational records
of UMM alumni.
General career information or
specific information on the most
recent longitudinal follow-up study
of UMM alumni may be obtained
by writing to the UMM Career
Center.

Satisfaction wJthJJ MM
Alumni gave very high marks to
accessibility of instructors, faculty
understanding of student needs,
evaluation procedures, quality of
text and instructional materials,
and the extent to which the major
formed an integrated program.

I

Gary Donovan, director of The
Career Center since 1973, contributed this article.

I

Class Notes
juster, and Tina is with D.C. Brown and
Associates.

Jeffrey Skarphol and Valerie PompeSkarphol gave us an update. They are
living in Davis, Calif., where Jeff is in the
graduate program in physics at the University of California, Davis, and Valerie works
for Progress Ranch.
Rebecca Thomason works for Consan,
Inc., as a product manager, a position she
has held for almost four years. She lives in
Hopkins, Minn.
David and Anna (Carrington) ('94)
Vikander live in Aberdeen, S.D., where
Anna is a student at Northern, and David is
employed by the Education Assistance
Company.

Japan for eight months and taught English
as a secondary language in Okaya,
Nagano. Nagano is the site of the 1998
Winter Olympics." Karen now lives in
Chaska, Minn.

tipping."

Athens, Wis.

Suzanne Brown is pursuing a master's
degree at Colorado State University; she
lives in Fort Collins.

Kevin Banken lives in Appleton, Minn.,
and works for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's soils lab here in Morris. He is
also working on a doctorate.

Christine Bunde began teaching in the
Anoka-Hennepin school district last fall;
she lives in Coon Rapids, Minn.

Jeff Juni writes, "I am currently the QC
[quality control] lab supervisor and environmental compliance assistantfor Ag Processing, Inc., in the sprawling metropolis of
Eagle Grove, Iowa (pop. 3,400--pets included). It's a good job, but I don't know
how much longer I can hold out down here.
Send help .... "

Jennifer Bennett Keeler and Jason
Bennett wrote, "[We] were married on
November 27, 1993. I graduated from the
UM-Carlson School of Management in June
1992, and am currently in my second year
of law school at William Mitchell. I am also
employed in the legal department at TCF
bank. Jason is still taking classes at U of MIT, and is employed at GN Danavox in
Minnetonka."

CLASS OF '92
Dan Amesbury married Cori Fischer on
October 1, 1993, and now lives in St. Paul.
Karen Arlt writes, "After graduation, I
worked as an administrative assistant for
the litigation department in a law firm in
downtown Minneapolis. Then I moved to
UMM To You, Spring 1994

DeAnn Brix writes, "After receiving a B.S.
in accounting from St. Cloud State University, I somehow managed to pass the CPA
exami. I am currently living in Minnetonka
(Minn.] and employed as an auditor for
Copeland, Buhl & Co. My roommate is
looking forward to her first trip to Morris,
where we plan to enjoy a weekend of cow-

Patricia Davis is in graduate school at St.
Cloud State, and lives in Willmar, Minn.
Amy Garmen writes, "I am currently teaching junior high English and French in Elk
River, Minn. I also am the cheerleading
adviser at Elk River senior high!" Amy
resides in Rogers, Minn.
Denise Garoutte-Versteeg and Randy
Versteeg were married October 9, 1993.
She is in graduate school at St. Cloud State
University, and he is employed at ME International, also in St. Cloud.
Nancy (Millard) Heiple writes, "I was married on June 26, 1993, to Dennis Heiple. I
am a social worker in a nursing home in
Wausau, Wis. I love it' It's truly rewarding
working with older people." Nancy lives in

Scott Kalb and Michelle Swanson ('91)
were married in August and live in Inver
Grove Heights, Minn. He works for Fourth
Shift Corp., and she is at World Satellite
Network.
Tammy and Shawn ('94) Larsen are jointly .
managing the Radio Shack in Morris, which
they happily report is "a growing business."
Kendra (Babin) Lindahl was married on
November 27, 1993; she and her husband
live in Mora, Minn.
Terry Miller lives in Hoffman, Minn. He is
teaching physical education and health for
the Ashby school system, and serves as
head girls' basketball coach and assistant
coach for football and track.
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Faculty and Staff Corner
Judy Dietzler, piano teaching specialist,
was awarded a Lake Region Arts Council
Individual Artists Grant to study with Dr.
Paul Wirth of St. Joseph . The grant program , funded by the McKnight Foundation , helps individual artists in the region
advance their professional careers.
Joel Eisinger , assistant professor of art
history, curated "Seaviews," an exhibit of
24 photographs from the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, mounted in the HFA Gallery
February 8 through March 9, 1994. He
conceived of the exhibit and chose the
photographs for it, some of which are by
world renowned artists including Ansel
Adams, Garry Winogrand, Berenice
Abbott, Minor White, Edward Weston and
Andre Kertesz . This was the first time the
Institute loaned art to UMM. Eisinger also
had an article, "Oedipal Syrup: Henry
Holmes Smith's Mother and Son," published in the February 1994 issue of the
London-based History of Photography.
Liselotte Gumpel , professor of German,
traveled to Krakow , Poland, last fall to
participate in the conference "Roman
lngarden and Philosophy of Our Time"
held on October 16, lngarden's birth centenary.
She presented a paper, "Language, the Missing Constitutive Domain:
The Contribution of Roman lngarden's
Phenomenology to Kant's Critical Philosophy ." The University of Jagiellonski, which
dates back to 1364, provided the site for
the conference, and professor Gumpel's
tour of the campus included the building
where Copernicus did most of his work. In
December she was a group leader for
"Language in Literature, a Copernican
Revolution : In Memory of Roman
lngarden's Birth Centenary," a special
session of the Modern Language
Association's annual conference held in
Toronto, where she presented "Reference
in Literature: The Ultimate Phenomenological Solution ."
David Hoppe, professor of biology, has
been granted a quarter leave for spring
1994 to study leopard frog populations
and their mutant varieties in Minnesota.
Zoya Kolontai is working at UMM this

year as a Fulbright Scholar, conducting
research on comparative teacher education. She comes to Morris from Minsk,
Belarus, and is focusing on enhancing
teacher training programs with international relevance.
Michael Korth, professor of physics and
chair of the Division of Science and Mathematics, collaborated on a paper with senior Kyle Vick, St. Cloud, Minn., and another physicist from the Twin Cities campus .
Kyle presented the paper,
"Upscattering of Ultracold Neutrons in
Superfluid Helium ," at the Argonne National Laboratory Undergraduate Research
Science Symposium held last November.
Joseph Latterell, professor of chemistry,
received the 1993 Outstanding Adviser of
the Year Award. The award is given
annually at the Des Moines, Iowa, College
of Podiatric Medicine and Surgery's Annual Career Day Luncheon and Tour , and
recognizes advisers who have been instrumental in providing premedical students with information about careers in
podiatric medicine. Dr. Latterell is currently on medical leave.
Ellen Ordway, professor of biology, conducted research on bees during her recent sabbatical leave . The research centered around two species of bees native to
the United States, and took her to the
southwestern United States. Her objective in this ongoing research effort is to
learn more about the bees' biology,
lifestyles, and nesting habits, as well as
the characteristics used to distinguish the
species, which she notes is one of the
difficulties of studying these two species.
Ernest Kemble, professor of psychology,
wrote an article with Colleen Garbe ('93)
and Joyce Rawleigh ('92). The article,
"Novel Odors Evoke Risk Assessment
and Suppress Appetitive Behaviors in
Mice," was recently published in Aggressive Behavior.

Rupert Larsen has announced his retirement from UMM after nine years of service. He is currently an opei ating engineer in Plant Services, the unit he has

Americans With Disabilities Act
Task Force Helps Campus Address Needs
Changes are ahead for college campuses throughout the country in
response to a new federal law requiring
institutions to be ready to provide services for the disabled.
The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) of 1990 gives civil rights protections to individuals with disabilities similar
to those provided on the basis of race,
color, sex, national origin, age and religion.
Though a 1973 version of the legislation
has already prohibited discrimination
based on disability, the 1990 update
shifts the onus from the individual's right
to demand services to institutional readiness to provide any and all services
which the disabled might require .
l...ast spring , a UMM ADA Task Force
carried out a self-evaluation of campus
readiness. This study found that UMM
had a reactive, as opposed to proactive,
approach due to limited availability of
staff and resources, and that the atmosphere at UMM was neither overly
welcoming nor hostile to people with
disabilities. Some barriers exist but do
not prevent students from participating
in essential educational programs. Many
UMM students have not identified themselves as having disabilities, either
because they have adapted independently or they may fear negative labeling.

The Task Force made several recommendations regarding committees and
funding. In addition, beginning last fall
in conjunction with the admissions process, the UMM applications prospectus
was to include a statement regarding
the availability of accommodations-all
incoming freshmen are given the opportunity to identify their disabilities or
specific needs. The Task Force suggested the provision for all faculty and
staff of training to correct misconceptions regarding disabilities.

UMM, in response to the self-evaluation , is currently undertaking two main
projects. According to Director of Plant
Services Lowell Rasmussen, plant services is installing tactile (Braille) signage
in elevators and on interior signs, and is
installing 21 automatic door openers.
Flashing fire alarms are to be installed
also. He added "every attempt is being
made to seek funding to get additional
elevators, especially in old Humanities,
and for renovating public restrooms and
building access." The University of Minnesota is establishing a system-wide
set of services such as a document
conversion service to translate the written word into alternate formats, which
will allow the students access to information on all campuses in a variety of
forms.

worked in since he began in 1985.

Commission on Women.

Barbara McGinnis began phased retirement in January of this year, a process by
which she will continue to work part-time
as reference librarian until June 1995.
She came to the UMM library staff in 1969
as an instructor, and was promoted to her
current position of assistant professor in
1973. Throughout her tenure, she has
been active in equity issues, serving in
1991-92 as affirmative action officer and
coordinator of Minnesota Plan 11, and from
199]~2. serving as coordinator of the

Pat Tanner, executive secretarv ior the
Chancellor, has announced that she will
retire as of June 1. Pat completes 29
years of service, all of which have been as
secretary to UMM's first administrative
officer: Dean and Provost Rod Briggs,
Provost and Chancellor Jack Imholte, and
Chancellor Dave Johnson. Having just
returned from Hawaii, Pat and her husband, Jim, plan in June to relax at their
lake cabin in Park Rapids, Minn., and
spend time with their grandchildren.

other '92 grads." Cory works as a microcomputer specialist for the American Red
Cross, and Juli is a computer operator for
Commercial Associates of Minneapolis.

Stuart Farm dropped us a line. "I recently
returned from a brief missions trip to Mexico,
specifically near Tuxtepec, a city which is
close to Veracruz." He now resides in
Morris.

Class Notes
Alan Mills is currently working with many
schools as a substitute teacher. He toured
the country last year with Up With People,
making lots of music and many friends .
Christina Muedeking is finishing up law
school at George Washington University in
Washington, D.C., and she is working as
an intern for the National Pork Producers
Council.
Jenifer (Garoutte) O'Donnell and her husband, Bradley, proudly announced the birth
of their twin girls, Kelsey and Brea, born
last July. They live in Mankato, Minn.
Jodi Owen writes, "After graduation
moved to Eau Claire, Wis ., and started
playing sax and singing in a duo with my
boyfriend. Since then, we've performed in
Canada and Alaska and the Midwest (sure
beats a 'real job.') In January of 1994,
we're going to Jamaica to perform on a
cruise ship for three months. In fall of '95,
I'll be pursuing my Ph.D. in clinical psychology in Florida at USF in Tampa. Happy ice
fishing everyone!!!"
Molly (Phillips) and Mike Peterson wrote,
"We moved back from Wyoming in Octo-
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ber 1993 and are glad to be back in Minnesota. Mike plans to go back to school to get
his teaching license so we can both be
teaching in high school." They live in Pine
City where Molly teaches seventh through
twelfth grade music.
Cheryl Rosa and Allen Pankow were
married last October. She works for Polaris Industries as a clothing and accessories assistant, and Allen is a personal account representative for Deluxe Business
Systems. They live in Minneapolis.
Karen Sullivan Hook and Larry Hook
gave us an update. They live in Graceville
and add, "We're having a great time in rural
Minnesota!" Larry teaches music in the
Clinton-Graceville schools, and is putting
on Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat atthe high school. Karen works
for Bruns Court Reporting in Morris.
Paul Sumner is a registered representative for Prudential Insurance and Financial
Services and lives in Worthington, Minn.
Cory and Juli (Yauch) Wagner write, "We
were married October 9, 1993, and are
now living in Eagan, Minn., near many

CLASS OF '93
Melanie Abdo is the new assistant director
of residential life at the University of Minnesota, Crookston. She will oversee the
residential advisors and four residence
halls, direct the alcohol and other drug
awareness related programs, and help with
other student activities.
Lauren Bloodsworth wrote, "After a relaxing summer, I was hired in August 1993
by IDS Financial Services. I now have a
'real' job working with financial planners as
a service helpline representative." Karen
resides in Plymouth, Minn.
Erin (Ferguson) Doucette writes, "On
January 1, 1994, I married David Doucette
('93), (a floormate from my freshman year
in Indy 2C!) I am pursuing a master's
degree in gerontology at the University of
Missouri--St. Louis. David is employed as
a computer programmer at Data Research
Associates, Inc., of St. Louis."

Kathy Gimmestad writes, "I am currently
working a temporary position at IBM in
Rochester [Minn]. I will marry Jon Gross on
August 13, 1994."
Ron Hanson began teaching English parttime for the Benson schools last fall. He will
also be directing the high school's spring
musical.
Katie Knuth wrote us. "Jason Benson and
I were married January 22, 1994. I am
working at Marquette Bank in Hutchinson,
Minn., and Jason is farming . We are living
in Howard Lake."
Teri Lang writes, "I am currently working
for Quantum Labs, Inc., out of Plymouth,
Minn., as president of their doctors' choice
division, and involved in the sale of dental
supplies and diamonds."
Jennifer Pansch dropped us a note. "I'm
currently studying at the U of M College of
UMM To You, Spring 1994

Cougar Sports Preview

, cougar Sports·Wrap

Contributed by Dean Larsen ('94) and Michael Larsen ("97) February 28

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Cougars Win Conference Title
Through the first 29 games of the season,
the Cougars have had a school record, 14game winning streak with a 25-4 overall
record. The team finished with a 10-2 conference record to earn the conference title.
As of the end of the regular season, the
team has been ranked twenty-fourth nationally in the NAIA as well.
"We are as successful as we dared dream
we'd be," said Head Coach Perry Ford.
The Cougar's conference schedule started
with an 84-65 win against Winona State
followed by a 30-point victory in Moorhead.
They wrapped up the conference crown
with a 83-46 win over Southwest State and
a loss for the second place NSU Wolves.
The final game of their regular season was
against Duluth. The Cougars brought lots
of fans and won the game 80-65. The
team's senior posts went out with a bang as
Todd Schroeder, St. Cloud, had 21 points
and 1Oboards, with Tom Notch, Paynesville,
earning 20. Jason Cordes, Shakopee, also
had 20, and Todd Hanson returned home
to Duluth to score 12 and collect 7 boards.
So far in the NAIA playoffs the Cougs have
defeated Winona and Moorhead, and will
travel to Springfield, Mo., to play Drury
College on March 9. If the Cougars win,
they qualify for the NAIA National Tournament in Oklahoma. Go for it Cougs!!

adds his 10-4 record to the
MEN'S AND
qualifying list. Despite all
WOMEN'S GOLF
the setbacks this young
squad has faced this seaThe Cougar women 's golf
son , it has enjoyed success
on the mat and is ranked . ._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. . team will be led again this
20th in the latest NAIA collegiate wrestling spring by sophomore Missy Pickar from
poll. "We have battled to a 3-4 dual meet Wadena, junior Alyssa Ostmoe from Elk
record," said Head Coach Doug Reese . A River and senior Emily Bowron from Luverne.
thriller 25-21 win came against previously The three finished 1-2-3 in average strokes
per round in the fall and should each have an
16th rated Southwest State.
excellent spring season .
Thus far, the Cougars have wrestled extremely well in tournament action, placing 22 For the men·s team , Shane Eastman of
wrestlers in the top four places in a total of Garrison had a fine fall season , averaging
seven tournaments. With three tournaments 77.8 strokes per round . Tom Notch,
and two dual meets left on the schedule , the Paynesville, Jason Schmidt, Austin, and John
Cougars hope to begin to peak as they move Hennesey, Blaine, will be key performers as
well. Head coach Gary McGrath's teams hit
towards the NAIA Nationals, March 11-12.
the links on April 15-16, with the men at the
Gustavus Adolphus Tournament and the
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
women at Mankato State.
After opening the Northern Sun
Intercollegiate Conference season with a
BASEBALL
victory over Winona State to raise their record
to 5-7 overall , the UMM women's basketball Head Coach Mark Fohl's team has begun
team has fallen on hard times. The Cougars practice for the 1994 season. The Cougars
lost to Northern State, the number one rated have players returning from last year at
team in Division 11 of the NAIA 81-78 and to virtually every position and have several
traditional rival UMD 76-63 two weeks later. others with extensive playing time. Senior

With the wrestling season nearing its
completion, the UMM team has qualified
five wrestlers to the NAIA National Wrestling Championships in Butte, Mont.

In both games the Cougars were within
striking distance late in the game but could
not "get over the hump," says Head Coach
Michelle Woodard. "We have played the
good teams tough throughout this season.
We've just come up short in the end." Turnovers and missed free throws hurt the
Cougars all season. Even more disturbing
than the close losses to good teams is the
fact that the Cougars have not beaten teams
they were expected to beat. The team is led
by seniors Kathy Heuer, Norwood , and
Kaylene Deutsch, Kinney, who give the Cou-

\ndividual qualiiiers include:

134 pound

gars an excellent inside-outside combination.

freshman Kip Lynk, Eden Prairie, who has
compiled a 22-13 record; sophomore cocaptain Ross Hendrickson, Anoka, qualified
at the 142 pound weight class with a 18-12
match mark; Ryan Shortness, Turtle Lake,
Wis., a freshman who sports a 24-13 record
at 150; freshman Greg Pauling, Lakefield,
is currently 12-17; and at 177 pounds sophomore co-captain Bill Roberts, Hudson, Wis.,

The team's play-off picture appears much
brighter as they hold the tie-breaker and a
one-game lead in the standings over their
nearest competition . If they continue to play
fundamentally sound basketball over the
course of the next few weeks, the Cougars
will be primed for the playoffs that begin

WRESTLING

March 3.

and three-time all-conference pick Todd
Vanek , Brainerd, is returning to play at shortstop. John Schultz, Ripon , Wis., is expected
to be the team's top pitcher with assistance
from Tim Stai, Renville.
"I think we will be very good defensively,
because we were good on defense last year.
We really only lost a couple of players in the
field . We have three returning infielders and
three outfielders that each have started.
Pitching we will feel the loss of some veteran
pitchers. Some other players will have to
step forward and take over that role," said
Coach Fohl. The Cougars will spend this
spring break in Missouri, as they see their
first time outside on the ball diamond.

expecting to come out hitting in our early
matches," commented senior player and
coach Amy Kohn , Minneapolis. The team's
first action will come in a quad tourney in
Fargo, N. D., where they will face Moorhead
State University, Southwest State University, and Concordia College.
The men's tennis team is also preparing
for the 1994 season. Expectations are
high as the team returns seven players
from last season's squad which finished
third at the Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference tournament and at the NAIA
District 13 Tournament. "Our number one
goal this season is to capture the district
championship," stated student coach
Mikkel Long . "With the experience we're
bringing back, we feel this objective is very
attainable." They will be led at the top three
singles positions by a solid trio of juniors:
Tom Mrosla, Minneapolis, John Huttemier,
Bemidji, Bryan Bolwahnn, Plymouth.
"We've got a pretty tough schedule ahead
of us, and we hope that it will work to our
advantage as we prepare for the two tournaments at the end of April. We'll need to
be at the top of our game for those contests," says Long.

SOFTBALL
The young but experienced Cougars are
looking to reach the .500 plateau this season, a goal that they have had for the last
few seasons. They finished 11-18, 5-7 in
the Northern Sun Intercollegiate Conference last year. "We get closer every year,"
commented Head Coach Sheila Perkins."

WOMEN'S AND MEN'S TENNIS

The team's hopes will again rely heavily on
the right arm of 1993 team MVP, All-Conference, and All-District pitcher Heather
Pennie, Villard. The lone senior on the
roster, she led the team in wins (8) , innings
pitched (130) and earned run average
(3 .88) . Pennie's battery mate and fellow
All-District selection Mary Stark,
Kensington , also returns .

The UMM women's tennis team is cautiously
optimistic about the upcoming season and
their young team . With our hard work we are

"We will be quicker than in the past, our
defense is solid, and we will be competitive," concluded Perkins.

Class Notes
Veterinary Medicine and am spending far
too much time in the 'laboratory of woe'
(anatomy lab). In my spare time, my horse
and job with the Minnesota Historical Society keep me out of trouble. "

Christopher Pezalla wrote us. "I married
Jennifer Geisler June 19, 1993. I am
attending the University of Iowa and am
anticipating a master's degree in actuarial
science in 1995." He resides in Iowa City.
Shari Rachel writes, "I am currently teaching second grade at Epiphany Catholic
School in Coon Rapids , Minn . I have 28
students, and I love it! I live in Anoka,
Minn."
Eric Roe is working at Dayton's in Minneapolis in the credit department. He lives in
Burnsville, Minn.
Maribel Ruiz is the children's activity specialist at Casa de la Esperanza (House of
Hope) in St. Paul.
Stacy Rust and Gregg Martig happily
announce, "We are getting married this
June 18th. I am attending graduate school
at Mankato State, and an assistant in men's
UMM To You, Spring 1994

basketball." Stacy adds that she is "teaching high school math at Eagan High School."
Currently Greg lives in Mankato, while Stacy
resides in Eagan, Minn.

Stephanie Schlagel received the Joseph
W. Yedlicka Award and spent the summer
of 1993 studying at Laval University in
Quebec, Canada. After a full and active
summer immersed in French and in Quebecois culture, she states, "Being in Quebec really was the greatest experience of
my life. I had so much fun, I didn 't want to
go home .... [and] I recommend that anyone who can afford to study abroad should!"
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Darren Selberg writes , "After a six-month
internship at BBDO advertising, I am now
a traffic coordinator at McCracken Brooks
Communications in Minneapolis, and am
living in New Brighton."
Mary Zabinski writes , "I am currently working on a ranch in Reno where we board and
train horses, work cattle , and offer pony,
trail, haywagon , and sleigh rides : Bull
Creek Ranch ." Mary lives in Verdi, Nev.,
and recently added Washoe Medical Center to her places of employment.

Let us hear from you! Next Class Notes deadline is May 1.

Alumni Network Interests (please check all that apply)
social networking

business/career development

advising current students

helping job hunters

Alumni Phonathons

legislative efforts for UMM

serving on the Alumni Assn .
Board of Directors

serving as a Class Agent

~------------------------- ...
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Alumni Events Calendar
March 3

University President's Club and UMM Alumni
Gathering. 6:00 p.m., Babcock Gallery, New York.
Hosts: Jeanne Baker Driscoll ('69) & John Driscoll ('71)

March 5

UMM Alumni Association Board Meeting

March 7-9

Spring Alumni Phonathon

March 24

Washington, D.C. Area Alumni Gathering
Hosts: Blane Dahl ('87), Rick Jauert ('78) and Andrea
Beard r85). 5:30 p.m., Rayburn Bldg., Capitol Hill

April 8-9

16th Annual Jazz Fest
Featuring Dorothy Donegan, piano, and Bobby Watson,
alto saxophone; 10th anniversary performance of the
Alumni Jazz Ensemble. 7:30 p.m., Edson Auditorium
UMM Alumni Association Board Meeting

April 18

Ed McGaa
"Indigenous Environmental Values and Contributions"
7:30 p.m., Edson Auditorium

April 25-30

World Touch Cultural Heritage Week
Keynote Speaker: Jack Hasegawa, "Raising Unprejudiced Kids." 7:30 p.m., Edson Auditorium

April 29

Brenda Wong Aoki
Pacific Rim dance/theatre. 8:15 p.m., Edson Auditorium

May6

Sotavento
Latin American Fusion. 8:15 p.m., Edson Auditorium

May 18

Put one
of these
on your
bumper.
1Put one
of these
through
school.
You can show your school pride and at the same time
help one of Minnesota's most promising high school students
attend the University of Minnesota, Morris.
When you buy a set of license plates sporting
the Universlty of Minnesota, Morris (UMMJ
cougar, you support the Academic Excellence
Scholarship program on the Morris campus.

plates), which goes to the Academic Excellence
Scholarship fund on the Morris campus. Collegiate license plate fees are In addition to your
regular license fees.

Leonard Jeffries
"Racism in the Curriculum." 7:30 p.m., Edson Auditorium

The program awards full tuition and fees for
four years to Mlnnes0ta high school graduates
who show high achievement
and potentlal. The Minnesota
Legislature created this statewide program.

June 10

Commencement Exercises
4:00 p.m., Campus Mall (P.E. Center rainsite)
Guest speaker: Sandra Gardebring, Associate
Justice, Minnesota Supreme Court

To own a set of UMM license
plates, you pay a one-time
charge of S9.75 to cover the
cost of the plates. plus an annual contributlon ofS25 (for as
long as you choose to own the

To order a set ofUMM plates, contact your local
Driver and Vehicle Services office or call (612)
296-6911. For more Information on University of
•
Minnesota license plates or
the Academic Excellence
Scholarship program, contact
the UMM Alumni Relations
office at (612) 589-6066, or
call University Relatlons, Twin
CiUes campus at (612) 6246868.

October 14-16

1994 Homecoming Weekend

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA MORRIS

For Performing Arts ticket information, call (612) 589-6123.
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The University of Minnesota Is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

MOVING?

Don't forget to notify us if your
address changes!

NEWS?

We'd like to hear from you!

UMM To You is published by the University of Minnesota,
Morris Alumni Association and the office of the Chancellor
with assistance from the office of University Relations.
Questions or comments may be directed to: Maddy
Maxeiner, Director of Alumni Relations, 312 Behmler Hall,
UMM, Morris, MN 56267-2113, 612/589-6066.
Office of Alumni Relations
312 Behmler Hall
UMM
Morris, MN 56267-2113
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Eighty members of UMM's jazz ensembles gather in front of a
statue of the great "Sachmo" in historic Louis Armstrong Park
while in New Orleans for their 1993 spring tour.
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